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From the Editor 


Well. what should we be accepted as this week, perhaps Queer is the latest 
rage amongst the trendoids. Yes, we will should demand Queer Rights and 
if that does not work perhaps we could ask for Fag Rights or even better still 
good old fashioned Pervert Rights. Since these words are openly used by the 
hetrosexual world then we could agree on something. The Queer wanna-b’s 
might look up the word prior to using it and find definitions ranging from 
“slightly ill to giddy”. 


These words have been used over the years to put down in a unpleasing way 
anyone homosexual. A negative connotation placed on a seemingly helpless 
minority. Then along came the word “gay” and “lesbian”. Good camouflage 
except that the mainstream of society saw homosexuals as anything but gay. 
Lesbian of course is attributed to the Greek goddess Lesbos and her 
followers, the inhabitants of Lesbos. (Mythology) Perhaps we could begin to 
label ourselves, since we do seem to enjoy labels, as Homosexuals. A word 
that is simply an adjective describing the fact that we are attracted sexually 
to members of our own Sex. Instead of hiding behind all of these facades, 
let’s tell it as it really is. Okay all you people who have not decided what label 
you desire, come on out and join with the thousands of other homosexuals 
here in our city and around the world. Out here in Alberta though, we might 
consider it Homo, Homo on the range. 


If fora minute one could stop and look at all the confusion caused by all these 
fancy words describing a sexual act it does get rather funny. Not so funny 
though for the person who is sitting at home, scared and full of fear that 
someone might know that their natural tendancy is homosexuality. It is a sick 
head game that the public media has been piaying on homosexuals for 
years. 


If you were asked to go into a Scary dark place to check things out, what would 
you say? A little afraid to make the first step, after all, there might not even 
be one, since you are unable to see. The suggestion planted into our minds 
at a very early age is that we are “deviant, perverted, sick just to name a few. 
What we have been attempting to show with this magazine is that we are 
caring, loving individuals, who just happen to have a same sex preference 
called Homosexuality. We have intelligence, kindness, compassion, charity, 
feelings and every once and awhile, we even know howto have a good time. 


Do we have good support groups for people dealing with their sexuality? Are 
people able to make a phone call to a complete stranger asking for help and 
not be the target of a “pick up”. Do we treat the new person on the scene with 
some dignity and respect? Do we care about any new person on the scene 
or just show our “compassion” to the pretty new face, lick our lips, and move 
in before anybody else gets the chance to say a real hello. When we see a 
new person, do we only look over the outer layer before we get to know the 
actual person? When a new person enters one of our clubs do we confront 
them with words such as "slut”, “tramp’ or “whore”? Is this our welcome? 


We as a part of society have been asking for rights of the greater society. It’s 
it about time that we started showing ourselves who and what we really are? 
The great writer Paul Teilhard de Chardin had some appropriate words for 
those whonsee society as a total uni. Are you one of them? 


... its human particles taken as a whole, still posses a formidable 
potential synthesis: then our present situation cannot be anything 
but “energetically” unstable. We cannot stay where we are at 
present, either physically or psychically.... 
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News on Aids 
The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) National 
AIDS Clearinghouse makes 
available this information as a 
public service only. Providing this 
information does not constitute 
endorsement by the CDC, the 
CDC Clearinghouse, or any other 
organization. Reproduction of this 
text is encouraged: however, 
copies may not be sold, and the 
CDC Clearinghouse should be 
cited as the source of this infor- 
mation. Copyright 1993, Informa- 
tion, Inc., Bethesda, MD 


“No Support for Medical Marijuana” 
USA Today The Clinton administration yester- 
day refused to remove a ban on the use of 
marijuana for medicinal purposes. Scientific 
evidence does not demonstrate marijuana’s 
effectiveness in treating glaucoma, or nausea 
caused by AIDS or chemotherapy, said Public 
Health Service chief Philip Lee. But Lester 
Grinspoon, a professor at Harvard Medical 
School, countered that the reason why only 
anecdotal evidence on the benefits of medicinal 
marijuana use is available is that “the govern- 
ment has prevented the scientific studies for 
years.” From 1978 to 1992, the government 
approved medicinal use of the narcotic for about 
40 patients under a “compassionate use” pro- 
gram. 


“Baboon Cells Might Repair AIDS- 
Ravaged Immune Systems’ New York 
Times Because baboons enjoy a natural re- 
sistance to HIV infection, scientists are taking 
seriously the notion that someday doctors 
may treat AIDS with bone marrow transplanted 
from the animals. The ideais thatthe uninfected 
baboon cells will join the HIV-infected human 
cells, transfer disease resistance to the pa- 
tient, and help restore the body’s immune 
function. Two years ago, researchers at the 
University of Pittsburgh conducted one such 
experiment on a sole AIDS patient. The 
experiment failed and the patient died two 
months later, but Dr. Camillo Ricordi said his 
research team was not discouraged, because 
the man experienced no adverse reactions 
from the transplant. Now, a team from the 
University of California at San Francisco is 
also seriously considering similar experiments. 


“Area AIDS Cases Top 10,000, Report 
Says” Houston Chronicle The number of resi- 
dents in the Houston, Texas, area who have 
AIDS has bypassed 10,000—61 percent of 
whom have died—and some 30,000 are in- 
fected with HIV, according to a report from the 
‘ city Department of Health and Human Serv- 
I ices. The first AIDS diagnosis in the area was 
documented in 1981, and the number of cases 
| had reached 10,835 by May 1994, the report 
| reveals. These figures are indicative of the 
| continued percentage increase in the incidence 
| of AIDS among women, African Americans, 
| and Hispanics. The report also reflected an 
| increase in the disease among heterosexuals 
f and through intravenous drug use. 


News 
From 


the 


“Vaccine Option Helping Texas Biotech Firm Avoid Mar- 
ket’s Ills” Knight-Ridder/Tribune Business News Sheffield Medi- 
cal Technology’s stock soared 70 percent last month, after the 
Houston biotech company announced its acquisition of an exclu- 
sive option to license an AIDS vaccine under development by 
Jean-Claude Chermann, one of the world’s top AIDS scientists. 
The firm is rebelling against a strong downward trend that has 
depressed biotech stocks since December. While none of the 20 
or SO Companies working on an AIDS vaccine have been suc- 
cessful because of the numerous types of HIV, which mutate 
rapidly, Chermann claims to have developed a vaccine that 
recognizes the virus, regardless of strain, mutation, or means of 
infection. The firm is also considering an offer to license an AIDS 
treatment developed by another French scientist, Claude Nicolau. 
Inthe meantime, Sheffield has initiated clinical trials on the drug 
Halperin as a treatment for Kaposi's sarcoma, a skin disorder 
common among AIDS patients. 


“A ‘Night Against AIDS’: Mixing Acts and Advice” New 
York Times In what has been dubbed a “National Night Against 
AIDS,” ABC has teamed up with the Centers for Disease Control 
and AIDS groups to organize viewing parties and follow-up 
discussions for the 8 p.m. broadcast of “In a New Light '94" on 
Saturday night. Two previous “In a New Light” specials were 
remarkably successful in recruiting volunteers for AIDS service 
organizations throughout the nation. This year’s special fuses 
celebrity entertainment from the likes of Gloria Estefan, Liza 
Minnelli, Chaka Khan, Kathy Mattea, Clint Black, Lou Reed, and 
Michael Feinstein with a series of mini-documentaries about 
AIDS patients, their parents, and those coping with the loss of a 
loved one to AIDS. Throughout the program, the toll-free number 
of the National AIDS Hotline of the Centers for Disease Control, 
which fields questions and recommends local resources, will be 
made available to viewers. 


“Expanding the AIDS Arsenal” 
U.S. News & World Report The Food 
and Drug Administration recently ap- 
proved a fourth drug to fight HIV infection. 
AIDS patients who cannot tolerate or no 
longer benefit from AZT, ddl, or ddC will 
now be able to take Stavudine, or D4T, 
which belongs to the same class of drugs 
as the other three. Stavudine does not 
cause anemia—one of the most serious 
side effects of AZT use—but it does have 
its disadvantages. Some patients expe- 
rienced peripheral neuropathy, or pain, 
tingling, or numbness of the hands and 
feet. Stavudine, which will be sold under 
the name Zerit by Bristol-Myers Squibb, 
should be available by prescription some- 
time this month. The daily wholesale cost 
will be $6.22, roughly the same as that of 
AZT, and the manufacturer will help fi- 
nancially strapped patients find funding, 
or receive the drug free of charge. 


“AIDS Digest: FDA Approves 
New Drug to Treat Herpes 


Zoster’ Washington Blade The Food 
and Drug Administration last month ap- 
proved the use of famciclocir for the 
treatment of herpes zoster, or shingles, a 
painful infection that often strikes AIDS 
patients. The drug, sold under the brand 
name Famvir, has been found to be as 
effective as acyclovir, according to its 
manufacturer, SmithKline Beecham. It 
does have a great advantage over 
acyclovir in that it has to be taken only 
three times per day, compared to 
acyclovir's daily dose of five. 


“Scientists Say HIV and Herpes 


May Be Linked” Washington Blade 
Two. clinical trials indicating that HIV pa- 
tients who take both AZT and the herpes 
drug acyclovir have longer survival rates 
than those who take only AZT has re- 
newed interest in an early theory that 
herpes viruses act as “co-factors” in HIV 
infection and stimulate the spread of the 
virus in the body. “Herpes viruses may 
drive the replication of HIV, while simulta- 
neously taking advantage of immune sys- 
tem damage to cause opportunistic infec- 
tions,” explained British researcher Dr. 
Paul Griffiths. Scientists believe that 
cytomegalovirus (CMV) and Epstein-Barr 
Virus (EPV) are two infections most likely 
to act as co-factors, while herpes simplex 
and herpes zoster are unlikely to serve in 
that function. 


CDC Report Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) has 
become the fourth leading cause of death among U.S. women aged 25 to 
44. Through June 1993, CDC received reports of 36,690 AIDS cases 
among U.S. adult and adolescent women. More than two-thirds of those 
cases were directly or indirectly associated with drug injection—49 percent 
(17,912) occurred among women who reported injecting drugs, and an 
additional 20 percent (7,495) reported sexual contact with a male who 
injected drugs. Although most AIDS cases in women have been reported 
among those who inject drugs, in 1992, forthe first time, diagnosed cases 
attributed to heterosexual contact exceeded those attributed to injection 
drug use. Heterosexual transmission has been documented both from 
mentowomen and from women to men and occurs mainly through vaginal 
intercourse. Annual reported AIDS cases among U.S. adult/adolescent 


women increased 9 percent between 1991 and 1992; among men, the 


increase during the same time period was 2.5 percent. The sex ratio of 


AIDS cases in adults is approximately 7.5 men to 1 woman; among 


adolescents, it is less than 3 men to 1 woman. 


“"Teach Your Children” Recorded 25 Years After First Release for 
Red Hot + Country Benefit Album; Star-Packed Album Due in Stores 
September 13" Business Wire The legendary melody “Teach Your 
Children,” which has never before been recorded by other artists for a 
major release, will be featured on Mercury Nashville’s Red Hot + Country 
album—the latest in a series of AIDS fundraising albums by the Red Hot 
Organization. The project was led by country recording artist Kathy Mattea 
for the group, which raises money and awareness to fight AIDS through 
popular culture. Originally scheduled for summer release, the new album 
will be in stores in mid-September. Two previous Red Hot albums have 
donated more than $5 million to AIDS organizations to fund research and 
relief. In addition to providing support for prevention and research, 
proceeds from Red Hot + Country will finance special education projects 
targeting rural communities across the nation. 


Elderly AIDS” USA Today: Senior citizens in Palm Beach County, Fla.— 
one of the most popular areas for retirees—are contracting AIDS at an 
alarming rate. According to the July/August issue of “New Choices for 
Retirement Living,” the rate of infection for elderly persons shot up 71 
percent between 1992 and 1993 inthe area. Fifteen percent of the patients 
in Hope House, a residence for people with AIDS, are age 50 or older, 
reports Skip Ciotti of Hope House. One of the reasons for this, he says, 
is the frequency with which older men seek the services of prostitutes. 


“No News on Sunday” Nature A series of newdevelopments suggests 
that the London Sunday Times appears to have quieted its controversial 
campaign endorsing the belief that HIV does not have a causal role in the 
development of AIDS. The paper’s editor, Andrew Neil, is now with Fox 
Television in the United States, and Neville Hodgkinson, the author of 
most of the articles that have for the past two years argued the unimportance 
and/or irrelevance of HIV, has also left the Times. Acting editor John 
Witherow defends the publication’s coverage on the subject, and still 
insists that the idea that HIV causes AIDS does not conform to the facts. 
It is unlikely, however, that anyone would be willing to take Hodgkinson’s 
place in lauding the Duesberg theories. 


For Alternative Dance... Crossdressing Encouraged 


TEEN HOMOSEXUAL 
SUICIDE 


by Lorne Warneke, M.D. 


“Can Mirosh Stop The Gays?” (Alberta Report, 
January 18, 1993), “Away We Go Down The 
Slippery Slope - Guard Your Children” (Alberta 


Report, February 15, 1993), “Why Do People 
Fear Gays” (Edmonton Journal, February 6, 
1993), “Chichak Links Gays, Pedophiles in 
Vote on Equality Policy’, (Edmonton Journal, 
May, 30, 1991), “Homosexual Couples Don’t Fit 
Oldring’s Definition of Family’, (Edmonton Jour- 
nal, Saturday, October 28, 1989), “Nothing Gay 
About Being Openly Homosexual in Edmon- 
ton’, (Edmonton Journal, February 15, 1993). 


These are all headlines of stories that have 
appeared in the local popular press in the last 2-3 years. In 
addition, similar headlines appear in weekly magazines, 
such as Newsweek, Time and McLeans. ( “Gays Under 
Fire’, Newsweek, September 14, 1992). The recent con- 
troversy over gays and the U.S. Military is an example. 
Although the contents of some of these articles are very 
positive, often they are not and only serve to reinforce the 
negative headlines. Many articles verge on being hate 
literature with homophobic and homohatred ideas and 
attitudes being expressed. Visual images in the media are 
often designed to emphasize and promote negative stere- 
otypes. 

Some churches publicly denounce homosexuality as an 
abomination. Negative gay jokes abound everywhere. 
Words like “Queer”, “Faggot”, “Homo”, “Sissy”, “Fairy”, 
“Pervert”, are commonly used in reference to homosexual- 
ity. The list goes on. No wonder many gays and lesbians 
have a negative self image. 

An eighteen year old youth, talented, personable, his 
career and life ahead of him, loved by his family and friends, 
suddenly takes his life. What possibly could have gone 
wrong in this young man’s life? Why had he become so 
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Two Blocks 


Where the land is old and cold 
Two blocks lie beside a stone 
Two of who just passed on 

And one of who passed long ago. 


The stone that once was a brick 
Soon to fade and not exist 
Long ago when he was young 
Long ago when he was missed. 


Corrosion plagues the stone 
Two blocks left alone 
Melting in the air 

Soon to be not there. 


Rubbing rain skims the stone 
Peeling layers one by one 
Blocks are strong for awhile 
Now the stone is gone. 


To stone the blocks do turn 
Not to fade, but to burn 
Constant pain and misery 
To the past | wish to turn. 


by Robert Steele 
September 20, 1975 - July 3, 1994 


despondent that suicide was the only answer? This 
young man was gay and apparently could not come 
to terms with and accept his sexual orientation. Our 
homophobic society helped to drive him to this 
desperate act. For him, suicide obviously seemed 
to be the only answer. “Queer”, 
“Fag”, “Pervert”, “Deviant”. He will 
no longer hear these taunts, but 
echoes remain to affect us all. His 
death is part of our collective 
shame. We share the responsibil- 
ity for his death. 

A recent study in the United States 
has shown that suicide is the lead- 
ing cause of death among gay male, 
lesbian and transsexual youth. As 
Phil Gibson, [1]. the author of a 
task force report to the U.S. De- 
partment of Health and Human 
Services states, homosexual youth § , 
are part of two groups who are at if. ; 
serious risk for suicide: they area ‘47 | 
sexual minority and they are young. k, 4 
Suicide hasbecome aseriousprob- * 
lem with great cause for alarm. 


There are other disturbing statis- 
tics. There is a very high rate of 
suicide and suicide attempts among 
adult lesbians and gay males. 
About 35% of gay males and 38% 
of lesbians have either seriously 
contemplated or have attempted 
suicide.[2]. The majority of these 
attempts have taken place during 
youth. Gay males are six times 
more likely to attempt suicide than 
straight males. 

Suicide attempts and suicidal pre- 
occupation by gay and lesbian youth is occurring 
today within the broader context of a tremendous 
increase in suicide among the youth in our society. 
Between 1950 and 1980, suicide increased by 
170% in the age group 15 to 24, whereas in all other 
age groups the increase was much less or actually 
declined somewhat. Suicide has become the sec- 
ond highest cause of death for this age group, 
exceeded only by deaths from motor vehicle acci- 
dents. 


Recent studies have shown that more than 50% 
of youth who are gay experience serious depres- 
sion and suicidal feelings. This group has a rate 
of suicide nearly 3.5 times greater than other 
youth who are straight.[3]. Up to 30% of suicides 
that occur in the young age 
group are completed by youth 
who are gay. In other words, a 
group representing less than 
10% of the total youth popula- 
tion account for a third of the 
deaths by suicide. These sta- 
tistics regarding suicide are from 
studies of the U.S. population. 
There is no reason to believe 
| these figures would not also 
apply to Canada. In fact, they 
may be even more dramatic 
since the suicide rate for Al- 
berta overall is one of the high- 
est in Canada, and the rate for 
Canada is higher than for the 
United States.4 In Canada, the 
suicide rate in the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories exceeds 
that of Alberta due to the high 
rate of suicide in the native 
population, particularly in na- 
tive youths. 

There are many contributing 
factors. Homosexuality, like 
heterosexuality, is a biological 
characteristic of an individual. 
Individuals become aware of 
their sexual orientation at a 
young age and at a time when 
erotic feelings are first experi- 
enced. A natural attraction for 
either opposite sex or same 
sex individuals develops although there is a time 
when sexual orientation, in some, may be blurred. 
After a period of time, sexual orientation be- 
comes fully focused - aresult of biological forces. 
In spite of peer pressure, negative social atti- 
tudes and so. on, some youth become aware of a 
homosexual orientation nonetheless and need 
to integrate this as part of their concept of self. 
Adolescence is a difficult, complex and emotion- 


Continued on page 21 


Protection Does Not Equal 
“Special Rights” 


By Councillor Michael Phair 


‘Special Rights’, the new weapon aimed at lesbians and gays is just another attempt 
to muzzle us. Such epitaphs are reminiscent of ‘lower |.Q’s of Blacks, ‘drunken’ 
Indians, and ‘emasculating’ women. It is unfortunate that in this province ‘special 
rights’ has gained such credence that all of us once again find ourselves defending 
our rights as Albertans. 


In the area of rights, protection and discrimination there is some confusion among many as to how to 
interpret these terms and their impact on our daily lives. Recently, the Alberta government established 
a review panel to analyze human rights in Alberta. Their report which became public at the end of June 
will form the basis for this article. 


Human rights legislation and charters only became part of legislation and social thought since the end 
of the Second World War. with the United Nation’s Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights. The Canadian Human Rights Act, applying only 
to federal bodies was enacted in 1960. Alberta Individual’s Rights 
Protection Act was passed in 1972 and is by and large an anti- 
discrimination law. 


In 1982, Canada proclaimed a new Constitution which included the {yrreach 

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The Charter represents / training P 
the most important development in human rights in the history of this ided 
country. all provinces must govern their citizens according to the 
Constitution and the Charter of Rights. It is the role of the courts to see 
that the Constitution is observed. The Charter of Rights has revolution- | 
ized Canada’s human rights system and has affected the interpreta- + 
tion of other human rights statutes both nationally and provincially. * 


rog 


It is important to distinguish clearly the difference be- 
tween the Charter of Rights and Alberta Individual’s 
Rights Protection Act. The Charter governs the actions 
of governments, whereas provincial statues also ad- Oo ate be ae 
dress discrimination between individuals. Alberta’s act MAN TOMAN 

states that all Albertans are equal in dignity and rights 


precedence over all other laws in Alberta. Edmonton Soca 
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Alberta’s Human Rights legislation and the Commission which 
administers it exist to help each Albertan to be free from discrimination. 


It does not mean that those who require help from the Commission are THe FRONT PAGE 
being given special rights - the emphasis is on restoring the aggrieved 

party to the position they would have been in had the act of discrimina- NEWSEHEERS & MAGAZINES 
tion not occurred. It is a mistake to think that Alberta’s legislation 

‘creates’ rights - rather the Act simply protects the rights held by all Featuring Edmonton's Largest 
Albertans. Collection of Gay and Lesbian 


Periodicals: 


__ Asanti-discriminatory legislation, Alberta Individual’s Rights Protection Over 1500 Titles in Stock! 
Act prohibits discrimination in the following three areas Adult Titles, Ravecate’ Anales 


Christopher Street, Times .10, 
Deneuve, Frontiers, Gay Times, 
Genre, Him, On Our Backs, Out, 
Clue, Perceptions, Ten Percent, 

Xtra, Xtra West, Phase, 

Poz, Transformation, Roundup 


- employment (hiring, firing and promotion) 


- housing (rental, ownership, sale and purchase) 


10846 - Jasper Avenue 


- services to the public (restaurants, insurance, 


banking, health care, etc.) 426-1206 
| Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 6 pm 
__ When sexual orientation is added to the provincial legislation it will Sat 9:30 - 6 pm 


mean that lesbians and gays will enjoy the right not to be discriminated 


against in employment, housing and services. 
(Continued on page 40) 


For Play Actult 


| Video & Boutique 
Fashion, Fetish and Fantasies 


Created for the discriminating individual 
or adventurous couple. Original leather 
fashions (custom orders on request), 


Fetish wear, lingerie, adult toys, fetish magazines 
and a selection of Adult Videos 


Body Piercing by Appointment Only 


Stop by and say hello to Shannon and Werner 
10524 - 124 St. 482-4066 


COME 76 rae 
COW-GARET 


Sitting on a beautiful floral patio in downtown 
Edmonton (“The Big Onion’, “Home of the Wildest 
Party Children in Canada’), sipping “Smart Cock- 
tails”, | chatted with three people whose faces 
most of us have seen repeatedly over the past 
years. Even those readers from out of town will 
probably recognize them (or at least heard some 
gossip). The hit of last years fringe, they are 
Twiggy, Mandy and Kim Burly - Guys In Disguise, 
and they are busy (?) preparing themselves for this 
years fringe. Once again they are bringing back 
the impersonator extraordinaire, Christopher 
Peterson. Guys in Disguise 2: The Sequin prom- 
ises to be the hit of the Fringe once again. 


For those who are reading this and feeling embarassed 
because they don’t know who Guys In Disguise are (out- 
of-towners are forgiven) here is a brief bio. Guys In 
Disguise first appeared in 1987 with a large-cast produc- 
tion which showed at the Fringe, and then toured. Last 
year it re-appeared in a smaller “more intimate” cabaret 
format. Over the past year they have done numerous 
shows and benefits in and around the community - and 
they are also big on the convention and cruise circuits. 


All of the individuals involved with Guys In Disguise are 
performers extraordinaire. They have a bevy of Titles 
under their belts: all (including Darrin, the Director) have 
won “Entertainer of the Year’. The combination of talent, 
an excellent working chemistry, and lasting friendships 
led to the logical formation of the troupe - although they did 
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Q uotab le e ve ne be 


clean up their act for the “General Public’. 
Christopher Peterson, their special guest star 
from Toronto, has an ability that has to be seen 
to be believed. In a nutshell, he can do anyone 
from Babs to Liza. He is currently developing 
his one man/many women show. 


What makes a bunch of “female illusionists” so 
popular at the Fringe? Some of the contribut- 
ing factors are the location - held at REBAR 
nightclub, people can eat, drink and smoke, a 


rily, he can do something no-one else can. 
The Guys found that he brought excellent 
energy to the group, and that “aspect of live” 
(Chris sings while the guys lip-sych) adds 
variety and that little something special to the 
show. In addition, they like working with him 
“he came in and was one of us’ (ask Mandy 
about the Marilyn dress incident). The Guys 
are very thrilled to be working with him once 
more. 

Sponsored by OUZO 12 and Equity Tax 


true cabaret atmosphere - and the fact that 
“drag’ is still seen as unique entertainment (we 
don’t have a La Cage, or a Finnochios). How- 
ever, the big drawing cards are that it is great 
entertainment, and it is not a play. People 
come expecting fun. They get more fun than 
they expect. As was stated “If you don’t want to 
participate, we force you”. Those who saw last 
years’ show will know what | mean. With their 
emphasis on fun, they can’t go wrong. 

With three lovely and talented ladies (?), why 
are they bringing in Christopher again. Prima- 


Management, this years show promises to be 
great. The showis a benefit for the Edmonton 
Persons Living with HIV Society. The Guys 
will be doing new numbers (or as Twiggy 
stated: “Roxie Steamed the Life out of the 
Heat”). Although they feel the pressure of 
having to improve on last year, they are 
confident that they can deliver. Their confi- 
dence is such that they want to make Guys In 
Disguise-an annual Fringe event (or is it 


because Mandy and Kim are one with the 
(Continued on page 43) 
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HOROSCOPES 


BY David Michael 


Astrology based solely on SUN SIGN is bound to apply 
only vaguely to you personally.You can obtain a 
personalized horoscope for free by sending a self 
addressed stamped envelope to David Michael's 
Astrological Services care of this magazine. Be sure to 
include, Birthdate, Time, and Place of Birth.. 


Aries 

In August, the sense of having lived and experienced 
something. Perhaps the dawning of an awareness of who you 
are and what you have been through these last months. A 
growing sense of discovery and even ownership of your own 
self and experience. An urge to communicate and discuss, 
perhaps to study and do research on one subject or another. 
You have the energy now to inquire and question to your 
heart's content. 

In September, a time of discrimination and possible 
self-examination. You are sorting though the experiences of 
the last several months, separating the worthwhile from the 
worthless and in general salvaging what you can. Also, 
attending to your health and well-being. The discipline needed 
to put your dreams and goals to work in this world is now at 
hand. Application now can insure that some of your vision 

akes itjnto reality. 
aurus 
August is the end of a time of questioning and feeling your 
way. Now you can get a handle on whatever has been causing 
you to be on edge. Secure your position, feel whatever limits 
there are, and move forward. You have a base to build upon. 
You have sent down roots. 

In September, perhaps the dawning of new awareness 
of who you are and what you have been through these last 
months. A growing sense of discovery and even ownership 


rc ie: and your.experience now comes your way. 
eminil 


August is a time when you can respond to new ideas, and find 
a footing upon which you can build a foundation. You may be 
gathering resources, materials, finances to catch and hold on 
to vital ideas, impulses you have experienced. Nurturing and 
growth are the keywords for you now. 

In September, you are exploring and searching, linking 
things together, following up connections, seeing where the 
ends meet — communications of all kinds, finding the limits. 
However, you may also have a sense of being on your own 


without e support you might like to have. 
9 ancer 


August is a time when you can respond to new ideas, and find 
a footing upon which you can build a foundation. You may be 
gathering resources, materials, finances to catch and hold on 
to vital ideas, impulses-you have experienced. Nurturing and 
growth. 

In September, You may be especially dynamic and 
assertive. There is a lot of energy and drive available and you 
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may have an urge to push forward. A time of real energy and 

drive, perfect for starting something out or taking care of 

business. Very physical too. Exercise or romance is in order. 
Leo 


August is a time to let go of all that is worn out and superficial 
and to bring what you can across into your personal life. A 
turning away from the outer world, focusing now on personal 
and inner changes. New information emerging catches your 
whole attention. 

In September, You may have an urge to be more 
forgiving, to give in a little and to put up with what you can see 
are minor aggravations. You seem to understand and have the 
energy to sacrifice yourself a little... be sure the universe will call 

you Vir some humble pie. 
Irgo 


August is a time to put up with minor inconveniences and 
irritations for the sake of what is really important in your life. 
Sacrifices made now will be more than repaid by an increased 
ability on your part to bring things across and make dreams 
real. 

September brings an urge to do something worthwhile, 
to participate as part of a group, focusing on other than just 
personal desires. You've drive to make some inner dreams 
real. A time to really get down to the business of cleaning up 
your act, taking care of loose ends, and attending to any details 
you have neglected up to now. Health, food, and physical 


candition, come under scrutiny. 
Libra 


In August, You may feel a real urge to find some lasting peace 
or truth that will carry you a little further down the road than what 
you have at present. You feel like taking action that will put you 
in touch with some sort of higher reality. You could find yourself 
in an understanding mood, able to appreciate and value the 
self-sacrifice and sublimation that goes into any effort that has 
goals that reach beyond the personal. You may feel more 
giving. 

Come September, emotions may flare up, arguments 
occur that work against your own best interests. Be prepared 
and walk softly. You may be in a position to gauge and measure 
your own appearance — how others see you. You appreciate 


d a ere sow you come across. 
iL ~ Scorpio 


August's a time when practical vision may be ata high. You can 
see what needs to be done and just how to go about doing it. 
Career and vocational issues may benefit from the increased 
Clarity you possess. There’s a real urge or drive to tear through 
the superficialities and get down to something deeper. This 
kind of energy often has a hair-trigger so be aware. You may 
feel like giving up parts of your life and seek initiation into 
something more lasting. 

September is a time for resolutions, for attempting to 
put into practice your ideals and dreams. You may feel moved 
to cooperate and work together with others on community and 
long-term projects. You want to make your ideals real, to make 
t a feality. . 2 
vi Sagittarius 
August is the time for getting down to business, stripping away 
and discarding inessentials, memories of things past, and the 


like. You can separate the wheat from the chaff, concentrating 
on important things. You are unsentimental about all of this. 
A social drive may find you out and about, feeling like getting 
together and enjoying the social scene. You may be urged to 
adopt a more open or impersonal attitude toward yourself or 
others. 

September brings a new love for humanitarian or 
altruistic goals. You can appreciate working for community or 
even global ends, and value impartiality and even-handedness. 
Friends, group projects and community concerns could play a 
key role that effects your career direction. Altruism and 

Hatta a efforts can effect your work and life path. 
HW apricorn 
August is a time during which circumstances will bend to your 
will, and things have a way of working out smoothly. Here is a 
real opportunity to complete and work out difficulties and 
projects that require both long-term effort and a high degree of 
discipline. 

September brings a new surge of energy regarding food 
and health related matters could move you to make some 
changes in that department. You may feel like taking care of 
some details that have piled up or just have that extra energy 


to clean yp your act. 
aa Aquarius 


August is a time for real determination. A giving up of much 
superficiality in favor of in-depth learning and self-discipline. 
Separating the wheat from the chaff in your personality. A drive 
to exercise or to get physical may be upon you. You feel more 
creative and expressive, less conservative and restrained. A 
sense of confidence and motivation may send you in new 


directions. 

September is a time for turning away from personal 
experiences by responding in a more spiritual and social 
manner. You can handle your own past, and you want to 
share by relating to others, or in community work. You are 
able to love and care for yourself and others. A bout of 
philosophy or even a little religion could have an enormous 
effect on your career during this time. Lasting values and 
whatever you find to be true and lasting can guide you now, 
valet avenues that have remained blocked. 

ISCES 

August is not an easy time, you may have to put up with 
many aggravations for the sake of what you believe in. 
Friends that aren't so friendly may drop away, and you could 
find yourself standing alone in pursuit of your destiny — a 
new strength. 

An urge to dig in, send out roots and feel out the limits of your 
current situation. You may feel like taking a stand, 
establishing a foundation, setting up a home base. You 
have a drive for security, home, and family. 

In September, there may be problems with 
selfishness. You tend to ignore, avoid opportunities to help 
out, give of yourself. If you find yourself afraid of the deeper, 
mystical side of life, you'll need to practice putting others 
before self. Also relearn to use that intuition of yours. Lend 
a helping hand. You value partners and relationships during 
this time. A new-found appreciation or love for the social 
scene, and perhaps a more communal life style. You value 
a more impersonal approach to relationships. 


Christ and the 


Homosexual 
Person 


by The Reverend Charles M. Bidwell, PhD 
Dean, Samaritan Education in Canada 


Metropolitan Community Churches in Canada 


Editor's Note: Earlier this summer an Edmonton 
teenager died of suicide. He was a friend to this 
editor and to many others. Rob, like many teenagers 
faced troubled waters to the best of his ability. A 
larger issue was on his mind and rather than face 
family, church community, and Alberta’s restrictive, 
conservative society for being drawn to love persons 
of their own gender, he chose to take his own life. 
In the light of the gospel of Jesus and Christ's 
example of unconditional love, the tragedy of 
lesbian, gay, and bisexually oriented youths being 
driven to contemplate and commit suicide is a 
moral and religious outrage. 

In this article, Reverend Bidwell responds 
to les-bi-gay teen suicide. He challenges the 
religious and community condemnation which is 
often one of the reasons why homosexually-oriented 
teenagers choose suicide. For Christ's sake, please 
copy this article and pass it on to someone who 
needs to hear this message. 


How would Christ deal with, or be in relationship with, persons who are oriented to 
love those of their own gender? Same sex love and relationships are natural and seem to 
occur in all races and cultures. How these cultures deal with same sex love is a direct result of 
the social and religious teachings of those in authority. Christians have different responses 
depending on their denominational views and their personal faith views. Some Christians 
condemn others bless; you must decide where Christ would stand with you to demonstrate 


God's love. 


Where did you get that idea? 


In Edmonton (and probably to a greater 
degree in conservative southern Alberta) 
there is a vocal segment of society that 
fears and condemns same sex emotional 
and spiritual relationships and physical 
intimacies. These fearful and condemning 
people are not evil but they are often 
unloving in their behaviours. It seems to 
me that they are delighted to discover 
certain phrases and paragraphs in the Bible 
that, taken out of context, seem to support 
their revulsion and convictions. Jesus 
commented on many aspects of life but he 
never impressed his followers with any 
words against loving someone of your own 
gender. The Bible has as much authority 
as we give it and it has a gold mine of 
wisdom that needs to be explored and 
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mined; the nuggets are not sitting on the surface. 
So we need to take the time to read a passage in 
context and see with full vision what over-riding 
message and principle is being conveyed. Many 
20th Century biblical scholars have done their 
research and have reported that the Bible does 
not condemn a loving relationship between any 
two people. Their evidence * is published but | 
suspect that many of the condemning persons are 
not interested in getting a different view of same 
sex relationships or of people who are oriented 
toward their own gender. Ignorance begets fear 
(we are afraid of the unknown or the stranger) and 
fear begets anger or hatred. 


And now for something completely 
different. 


How do you change and grow? First, youhave 
to be open to change. Then you have to look 
for opportunities to learn something new. 
Ignorance begets fear (of the unknown and 
unfamiliar) so ask and read and increase the 
chances that the new knowledge will reduce 
your fear and anxiety. 


THANKYOU 
EDMONTON: 


FOR ALL YOUR 


One of the most effective ways to 
understand same sex couples is to meet 


and get to know them. SUPPORT IX OUR 


When condemning people discover that 
someone they know andlove is oriented toward 
their own gender, the condemning person is 
often challenged to re-think their stand. The 
friend does not fit their stereotype and their 
fear is not useful in helping them relate to this 
person with new insight. Whenever you are 
tempted to declare that you do not know any 
homosexually-oriented people realize how 
unlikely that really is. The reason why those of 
your friends and family and co-workers who 
are homosexually-oriented have never 
confided that information to you is that they 
fear that it will damage their relationship with 
you. Would it? Could you discover that fact 
about someone you know and still relate to 
them as a friend? 


EFFORTS TO... 


BRING 
LULU 
BACK 


TO EDMONTON 


FOR 


CORONATION 
1994 


J 4 
Where's the beef: SAT. AUG. 20 
Where’s the sin? If you look at what Christ AT THE 
condemned and what he supported, you CONVENTION 


discover that he was more concerned with 
relationships than laws. The law said stone to 
death the adulterer; Jesus said let the one who 
is without sin cast the first stone (it takes two 
to commit adultery; did the law say that both 
were to be killed or only the woman?) 

If being in a loving relationship with 
someone of your own gender is a sin then 
you'llhave to showme what harm it does to the 

Continued on page 28 
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by Dr. Bob Johnstone 


CONFLICT RESOLUTION 


Part Il 


INTELLIGENCE OR IQ LEVELS 
Some have had the notion that indi- 


viduals who are mOfe intelligent have the 
ability to be much happier or make more money 
and enjoy life. The notion that intelligence is 
measured by your abililty to solve complex 
questions, to read or write and compute at 
certain levels is false. This vision of intelligence 
is based upon formal education. It encourages 
a kind of intellectual superiority that brings with 
it demoralizing results to others. Many think 
that someone with more education or a degree 
is a better person than those who were not as 
fortunate to have someones support emotion- 
ally or intellectually in a manner which enabled 
them to have a better education. Someone 
who has an understanding of Math, science, a 
huge vocabulary, a memory for useless or 
useful facts, and fast readers are thought to be 
very “intelligent.” Yet, | have worked in mental 
hospitals overflowing with patients who had all 
the credentials, genius level |Q’s and they were 
unable to enjoy life. In my opinion the true 
barometer of intelligence is an effective, happy 
life, and it is quite easy if we allow ourselves the 
TIME NECESSARY to make the changes in our 
life which will enable us to BE happy. SO, Even 
if | have heard YOUR questions 10,000 times, 
itis important to me that YOU know the answer, 
so just ask. If you will Spend at least 10 minutes 
a day practicing, you will achieve some 
measureable benefit. Practice TWICE a day 
for 10 - 20 minutes and you can speed up the 
results. The greater the problems an individual 
might have, the better the results. Why? Be- 
cause that individual has more to motivate 
them, so they spend more time practicing. 
Results are determined in everything we do, by 
the time we spend doing it. Someone can learn 
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to drive a car by practicing once a week, another 
will learn faster by practicing daily, etc. Think of 
your “stress” like a loaf of bread, each time you 
practice, you cut off a slice, eventually you dont 
have a loaf any longer. Some may have a bigger 
loaf to begin with, practice twice a day and even 
if it is double the size, you reduce it in the same 
number of days. Perhaps you would be surprised 
to know, there is no such thing as a “nervous 
breakdown. Nerves don’t break down. Cut some- 
one open and look for the broken nerves and they 
will never show up. Those who have the ability to 
control or change their THINKING, never have 
“nervous breakdowns’ because they are in charge 
of themselves. They know how to change their 
thinking, so they are in charge of themselves and 
have the ability to choose happiness over discom- 
fort or depression and resentment. They know 
how to deal with the problems that present them- 
selves in their lives. Notice | did not say SOLVE 
the problems. Instead of measuring their intelli- 
gence by the ability to solve problems, they meas- 
ure it with the capacity to create a healthy, happy, 
and worthy life even if the problems are never 
solved. By practicing the mental exercises de- 
tailed in the following pages you can begin to 
realize that you are truly intelligent on the basis of 
how you choose to feel in the face of any trying 
circumstances. The struggles we experience in 
life are pretty much the same for each person who 
has faced uncomfortable circumstances. Anyone 
who is involved in life in any kind of social context 
has difficulties. Arguements or conflicts and 
compromises are part of what makes us all hu- 
man. Aquiring money, natural disasters, disease, 
accidents, and other events happen to virtually all 
humans. Those in disasters in the past years 
were rich or poor and intelligent or not but they all 
suffered from the same hurricanes, earthquakes, 
floods, etc. Those who were poor, actually lost 
much less than the very wealthy, but some who 
were rich and others who were poor picked them- 
selves right back up to begin all over again. 
Attitude made the difference, not how much you 
had or lost and many were unable to avoid 


imobilizing depression. But, those with a positive 
attitude rich or poor were able to think of many 
reasons they were better off than others, so in 
spite of the “problem” they were happier and took 
charge of the future. Those who recognize prob- 
lems as a human condition, do not measure hap- 
piness by the - absense - of problems and be- 
cause of the difference in attitude, are the most 
intelligent persons that we know. Learning to take 
charge of your thinking involves breaking the old 
cycles of thought or re-programming that biologi- 
cal computer we call our brain. In the past it was 
difficult, because society programmed us to be- 
lieve that we could not be responsible for out own 
emotions. We have the ability to feel whatever 
way we choose to feel at any time in our life. This 
is a radical notion to many, you probably have 
grown up believing that you can’t control your 
emotions. That anger, fear, frustration, jealousy, 
depression, guilt and love, or joy are things which 
happen to you. That we dont control emotional or 
physical feelings and have been just accepting 
them. Emotional or Physical feelings are not just 
experiences that happen, they are reactions we 
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can choose to have or not have. When we are 
in charge of our own emotions, we can stop the 
self-defeating behavior or reactions to others. 
Once we learn that we can feel what we choose 
to feel, we are on the road to “intelligence”. You 
begin to see the emotions you experience as a 
choice rather than an experience in life. The 
simple mental exercises on the following pages 
will give you the ability to break any self-defeat- 
ing cycle of thoughts which have been prevent- 
ing you from changing or controlling your emo- 
tions and behavior. PLEASE READ THIS POR- 
TION TWICE DAILY for atleast 30 days and you 
will better results or help yourself more than you 
might have even dreamed. THIS is the MOST 
important page. NEVER do anything to TRY to 
relax, if you do, it takes longer to create relaxa- 
tion. Conscious levels of the mind, seldom if 
ever create relaxation. We relax when the 
subconscious levels, which control the autonomic 
nervous system, accept our thoughts as commands, 
and then they control physical responses, so just 
learn to effectively communicate with the subcon- 


Continued on page 33 
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San Francisco 


Young Gay Men Not Heeding AIDS Message, 
Rates of Infection Remain High 


The failure of gay men younger than 30 to protect themselves against HIV— 
particularly during anal intercourse—has led to a 17.4 percent rate of HIV infection, 
which is substantially lower than rates first seen in young gay men in the early 1980s 
but unacceptably high, according to findings of a study supported by the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID). In 1992, investigators for the 
study, the San Francisco Young Men’s Health Study, screened for HIV infection 
among 425 gay and bisexual men aged 18 to 29 randomly selected using sampling 
methods from 21 census tracts of the city. 


Overall, 74 men or 17.4 percent had HIV. By age group, the infection rates climbed from 4.5 percent among men 
aged 18 to 23 to 10.7 percent among the 23 to 26 year-olds and to 28.4 percent among those aged 27 to 29, reports 
Dennis Osmond, Ph.D., investigator in SFMHS at the University of California 
at Berkeley and San Francisco. Dr Osmond discussed the data during an oral 
presentation June 8, at the IX International Conference on AIDS in Berlin.* 
“Most of the men aged 26 or younger have been sexually active since 1985 
or later—after awareness of AIDS had become widespread in the homosexual 
community of San Francisco,” explains Dr. Osmond. “Although these young 
gay men have grown up during a decade of increased public awareness of how 
the AIDS virus is transmitted, they have not fully adopted behaviors that would 
lower their risk for infection.” 

For example, Dr. Osmond reports that the number of sexual partners the 
SFYMHS participants had during the previous 12 months related to their risk 
of infection: a 2.4 percent rate among those without partners, 12.1 to 17.3 
percent among those with one to nine partners and 30.8 percent of those with 
10 or more partners. 

Specifically, the association between HIV infection and the number of 
partners during the past year was even stronger among men who acted as the 
receptive partner during anal intercourse (RAIs), a behavior that puts one at 
very high risk for becoming infected with HIV, explains Warren Winkelstein, 
Jr., M.D., M.P.H., principal investigator of SFYMHS, and professor of 
epidemiology at the University of California at Berkeley. PLAN TO WALK! 
While the 151 men who were not RAls had an HIV infection rate of 8.6 percent, SUNDAY, October 2, 1994 
RAIs who had one partner had a rate of 16.7, those with two to four partners, FREE REGISTRATION 


14 percent, five to nine partners, 34.5 percent and those with 10 or more _ Call the Walk Hotline: es ake 
pe sg YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 
“These alarmingly rates of high risk activities show that these men, unlike EVERY STEP OF THE WAY 
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older gay men, have failed to take preventive messages 
to heart,” says Lewis K. Schrager, M.D., SFYMHS 
project officer and chief of the epidemiology section of 
the Vaccine and Trials and Epidemiology Branch in 
NIAID’s Division of AIDS. 


By analyzing the study data, the SFYMHS investigators 
estimate that an annual rate of new HIV infections at 2.9 
percent overall among gay men aged 18 to 29 inthe city. 
While men, aged 27 to 29 had the highest estimated 
annual rates of new infections, 3.6 percent, the 
researchers calculated lower rates for younger men: a 
1.5 percent rate among those aged 18 to 23 and a 1.9 
percent rate for those aged 24 to 26. Other studies have 
estimated infection rates of 0.8 to 0.9 percent among 
gay men older than 30 in the San Francisco area, Dr. 
Osmond reports. 

These findings suggest, Dr. Winkelstein explains, 
that as the young men begin sexual activity, they do not 
strongly identify with the epidemic nordothey personalize 
the sense of risk of their activities. 

“Because of their youth and the long period of 
disease-free state before full-blown AIDS occurs, these 
younger people have not yet gone through the loss to 
AIDS of friends and loved ones that older gay men have 
experienced,” says Dr. Winkelstein. 


The incidence of HIV infection in a sample of gay men 
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25-54 on entry has been monitored since 1984 in San 
Francisco. Annual incidence rates have declined 
over the 9 years from 11% to less than 1% while 
prevalence has increased from 48% to 53%. To 
obtain prevalence and incidence of HIV infection and 
estimates of risk behavior in gay men 18-29 years of — 
age, a Survey was conducted in 1992 in a random 
sample of gay men drawn from high AIDS incidence 
areas of San Francisco. The prevalence of HIV 
infection ranged from 11% in 18-23 year-olds to 30% 
in 27-29 year-olds. Unprotected receptive anal 
intercourse with 2 or more partners during the previous 
12 months was reported by 44% of the sample, 26% 
of whom were seropositive. High risk behavior, as 
indicated by greater than 10 sexual partners annually, 
varied in age groups: 19% in those aged 18-23, 40% 
in those aged 24-26, and 30% in those aged 27-29. 
Modelled annual incidence rate for HIV infection was 
1.7% in San Francisco gay men aged 18-29 years. 


Condom Use and Sexual Identity 
Among Men 
Who Have Sex With Men 


Safer sex practices intended to reduce the risk for 
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection have 
(Continued on page 37) 


19 


Homosexual Youth 
Resource List 


The following is a list of resources on dealing with 
homosexual youth. 

Centers for Disease Control, “Attempted Suicide 
Among High-School Students—United States, 1990” 
in Health Objectives for the Nation, US Dept. of 
Health and Human Services, Sept. 20, 1991, Vol. 40, 
No. 37, pp. 433-435. Fifield, L., 

“On My Way to Nowhere: Alienated, Isolated, Drunk.” 
Los Angeles: Gay Common Services Center, 1975. 
Fisher, P. and Shaffer, D., 

“Gay Male and Lesbian Youth Suicide” in Report of 
the Secretary’s Task Force on Youth Suicide. US 
Dept. of Health and Human Services, 1989. Goff, 
Jka 

Coming Out of the Classroom Closet: Gay and 
Lesbian Students, Teachers, and Curricula. 
Binghamton, NY: Harrington Park Press, 1992. 
Hendin, H., Suicide in America. Chapter 5, 
“Suicide and Homosexuality.” New York: W.W. 
Norton and Co., 1982. Herek, Gregory, 

“Beyond ‘Homophobia’: A Social Psychological Per- 
spective on Attitudes Toward Lesbians and Gay Men,” 
in the Journal of Homosexuality, 1984. Hetrick, E.S., 
and Martin, A.D., New York: The Institute for the 
Protection of Lesbian and Gay Youth, 1988. Hunter, 
Joyce and Schaecher, Robert, 

“Stresses on Lesbian and Gay Adolescents in 
Schools,” in Social Work in Education, Spring, 1987. 
Hunter, Joyce, 

“Violence Against Lesbian and Gay Male Youths’ in 
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 1990. Jay, K. and 


LABYRINTH LAKE 
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S K Restoration 
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Services 


Painting and Decorating 
All Carpentry Services 
Kitchen & Bathroom 
Drywall & Ceiling Systems 
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Windows & Doors 
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Comfortable & Affordable 
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Young, A., The Gay Report: Lesbian and Gay Men Speak 
Out about Their Sexual Experiences and Lifestyles. New 
York: Summit, 1977. Kourany, R.F.C., 

“Suicide Among Homosexual Adolescents” in Journal 
of Homosexuality, Vol. 13, No. 4, Summer 1987. Kruds, 


“Gay and Lesbian Homeless/Street Youth: Special 
Issues and Concerns,” in Journal of Adolescent Health, 
1991. Maltsberger, John T., Suicide Risk: The Formu- 
lation of Clinical Judgement. New York: New York 
University Press, 1986. Martin, A.D., “Learning to Hide: 
The Socialization of the Gay Adolescent” in Adolescent 
Psychiatry, Vol. 10, 1982. McManus, Marilyn C., 
“Serving Gay and Lesbian Youth,” in Focal Point. 
Spring/Summer, 1991. National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force, “National Anti-Gay/Lesbian Victimization Report. 
New York: 1984. Remafedi, Gary, “Male Homosexuality: 
The Adolescent’s Perspective.” Minneapolis Adolescent 
Health Program, University of Minnesota, 1985. 
Remafedi, F. J. and Deisher, R., 

“Risk Factors for Attempted Suicide in Gay and Bi- 
sexual Youth.” Pediatrics, 1991. Rich, C.L., Fowler, 
F.C., Young, D., and Blenkush, M., 

“Suicidal Behavior in Adolescent and Young Adult Gay 
Men.” Suicide and Life-Threatening Behavior, Vol. 19, 
No. 4, Winter 1989. Sears, James, “Helping Students 
Understand and Accept Sexual Diversity” in Educa- 
tional Leadership. September, 1991. Shaffer, D., 
Garland, A., Gould, M., Fisher, P., and Trautman, P., 
“Preventing Teenage Suicide: A Critical Review’ in 
Journal of the American Academy of Child Psychiatry. 
27(6), 1988. Yates, G.L., MacKenzie, R. and Pennbridge, 


J., 

“A Risk Profile Comparison of Runaway and Non- 
Runaway Youth’ from American Journal of Public Health, 
1988. 
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HOMOSEXUAL TEENAGE 


SUICIDE 


(Continued from page 7) 


ally turbulent period of development. Physical 
changes, emotional changes, intellectual 


are gay. Although the estimated figure varies 


somewhat, atleast 7-8% are homosexual. Thisis 
a very significant number. Hundreds of these 
young people commit suicide every year in North 
America.[5] 


How can these tragic deaths be prevented? The 
first step is to end the discrimination against and 
stigmatization of homosexuals in our society. 
Homophobic attitudes hurt us all, but particularly 
and in a senseless way, hurt our homosexual 
youth. Our laws must change to allow equal 
treatment for all. Our attitudes must change to 
allow acceptance of everyone in society regard- 
less of their biological attributes. We must pro- 
mote a positive image of gay males and lesbians 
and we must dispel destructive myths about ho- 
mosexuality. 


‘Queer’, ‘Faggot’, ‘Pervert’. Were these 
the words thatdrove an Ck ise young 
falented, gay male to end his life by 
shooting himself? How aid we allow this 
to happen? Think about it. 


The suicide rate in the young population is in- 
creasing. We cannot escape this hard cold fact. 
We also cannot escape the hard cold fact that 
over a third of youths who commit suicide are gay. 
Fil Fraser made the following comments recently 
(Edmonton Journal, July 2, 1994): “The chal- 
lenge ahead is to have the majority of Albertans 
persuade the government that the recommenda- 
tions of the panel (Alberta Human Rights Review 
Panel) should be implemented. It can only be 
done through a renewal of the tolerance, under- 
standing and generosity of spirit that has always 
been part of Alberta...” 


This is something to think about and before 
another youth in the prime of life takes his or her 
life. 


“There are strange creatures in this forest. But 
are they all wild?” L. Frank Baum, The Wizard of 
Oz 


“| have looked out on everything | have made and 
behold it is very good” Genesis 1:31 
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AIDS Network of Edmonton 
Society 


The Network retains its original 
operating philosophy: to pro- 
vide support and education 
wherever it can be helpful in 
north-central Alberta. AIDS 
Network of Edmonton works 
cooperatively with all those or- 
ganizations in Alberta and 
across the country who are 
working to help limit the spread 
of HIV infection. Today the net- 
work provides: Education, Info- 
Line, Speakers Bureau, Re- 
source material and various 
Support groups. If you wish to 
know more about the Network 
call 488-5742 


Al-BEAR-ta Club 
This is Alberta's Bear club for 
Bears and Bear-lovers. We are 
pamariy a Safe, Sane and 
oncentual group for social 
ineraction, camp-outs and gen- 
eral Bear-play. You can reach 
us throught Gaylines or The Al- 
BEAR-ta Club, 12718-93 
Street, Edmonton. 


Alberta Society for Positive 
Women 


The society is dedicated to sup- 
porting the needs of women 
with HIV in the province of Al- 
berta. We provide support, edu- 
cation and advocacy to women 
with HIV. This is provided 
Peer our Peer Counselling 
488-5768), Support groups 
424-6346), Education (488- 
742) and Speakers Bureau 
(488-5742). 


Alcoholics Anonymous 


A Ais a fellowship of men and 
women who share their experi- 
ence, strength and hope with 
each other that they may solve 
their common problem and hel 

others to recover from alcohol- 
ism. The only requirement for 
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membership is a desire to stop 
drinking. Call 424-5900 for times 
and places of Gay and Lesbian 
meetings. 


Badminton Group 


The group meets on Fridays at 
Oliver School between 7:30 - 9:30 
PM. Use the door at the north 
enterance to the school. Everyone 
is welcome and some equipmentis 
available. A small donation of one 
dollaris deel! Contact Frank 
at 990-1696 for the December and 
January scheule. 


Edmonton Prime Timers 


Prime Timers is a social fraternity 
for older gay and bisexual men and 
their friends. The purpose of Prime 
Timers is to provide an opportunity 
for mature gay men to fraternize 
and join together in a programme 
of social activities. If you would like 
more information drop a line to 
Edmonton Prime Timers, Suite 
1093, 11444 - 119 Street, Edmon- 
ton, T5G 2X6. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 


We are a group of women and men 
who join together in acommon love 
for music, and the desire to build a 
pleale’ spirit of unity and pride in 
the gay and lesbian community. 
We strive to bridge the gap which 
can separate us from the main- 
stream of society. Persons who 
wish to sing with the choir should 
call David at 424-1561. Support 
members are welcome or clD by 
phoning Lorna at 423-6987. 


Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS 
Prevention Society 


The Feather of Hope was founded 
on a need to provide AIDS educa- 
tion and support to Native People 
in Alberta. Through education and 
the development of communities in 
partnership, it is hoped that the 
spread of AIDS will be lessened. 


We offer training and education 
programs, as well as support 
through traditional ways. Volun- 
teers are very important to us, if 
you can help, or would Sy like 
some more information call 
488-5773 


Gays and Lesbians on Campus 
(GALOC) 


GALOC is a university based or- 
halle for gays, lesbians and 

isexuals interested in an aca- 
demic atmosphere. Meetings are 
held every Tuesday at 5:00 pm on 
Campus; main floor of the 
Athabasca hall. Topics vary from 
week to week. Additional informa- 
He available by calling 988- 


Gay and Lesbian Communi 
Centre of Edmonton (G.L.C.C.E. 


The centre contributes to the well- 
being of Edmonton’s gay, lesbian 
and bisexual community through 
informational, social support serv- 
ices andits social information line. 
The services offered by the centre 
include an information line, tel- 
ephone referrals, library, drop-in 
peer support counselling and so- 
Cial activities arranged and spon- 
sored by the centre. Further infor- 
mation Is available at 488-3234 


Gaylines 


A new service to the Gay and Gay 
peas community is available. 

he intent of this line is to aidin the 
forming of a central information 
net that will aid all walks of life. 
Messages are outgoing only. The 
line is setup in a single location 
that will be permanent and will 
also be listed in the phone direc- 
tory. It is free to all Alternative 
Lifestyles, Support groups, Clubs, 
Individuals and Businesses. Call 
486-9661 to request your mailbox. 


Gay and Lesbian Awareness 
(G.A.L.A.) 


We are an organization inter- 
ested in human rights issues 
especially related to sexual ori- 
entation and changing Federal 
and Provincial legislation. We 
are always interested in new 
members. If you are interested 
call David Sanders at 487-2684. 


Illusions Social Club 


A social club for the TV/TS ori- 
ented. Our goal is to provide a 
safe, discrete meeting of kind in 
safe meeting locations. It’s time 
to come out of the closet. For 
more information please write 
to Illusions, Box 33002, 
Glenwood PO, Edmonton, AB 
Bee aye or phone (403) 486- 


penal Sovereign Court of 
8 
Wild Rose 


The mission of the Court is to 
raise funds for charities and 
other organizations which ei- 
ther provide direct services to 

ay and lesbian individuals. 

eetings of the Society are held 
monthly on the last Wednes- 
day. For meeting location and 
time please see the Court no- 
tice boards in Boots and Saddle 
or the Roost. You may also call 
Gaylines at 486-9661 and press 
box 27. 


Interfaith Association on AIDS 
Edmonton 


The purpose of this association 
is to sensitize local faith com- 
munities and their leaders to 
the unique spiritual and emo- 
tional needs of those infected 
by HIV/AIDS. The following faith 
communities are included: An- 

lican, Baha’i, Baptist, Beth 

halom Synagogue, Lutheran, 
Metropolitan |Community 
Church, Roman Catholic, Tem- 

le Beth Ora, Ukrainian Catho- 
ic, Unitarian and United 
Churches. Phone 488-5742 for 
more information. 


Les-Bi-Gay Darts Club 
This is an informal and social 
dart club. No previous experi- 


ence is necessary. We are here 
to have some fun and meet each 
other in an open atmosphere. 
There are no fees. We gather at 
GLCCE the first Thursday of the 
month at 7:30 PM. Call 428-8847 
or 421-4427. 


Living Positive 


Emotional. Spiritual and psycho- 
logical support is available 
through Living Positive to all those 
affected by lV infection. We of- 
fer strong, loving, confidential sup- 
port in. We also meet weekly and 
share our mutual experiences. 
Living Positive is entirely directed 
by and for poeple who share a 
common diagnosis of HIV+. Peer 
counselling, hospital visits and a 
speakers bureau are also avail- 
able through our society. Phone 
88-5768 


Metropolitan Community Church 
of Edmonton (M.C.C.) 


We are a local church within the 
denomination of the Universal Fel- 
lowship of Metropolitan Commu- 
nity Churches. Our major focus is 
to the defranchised of society. 
The UFMCC allows anyone to 
feel a part of the Christian Com- 
munity and to claim our place in 
God’s Universe. Services are 
open to all. We worship on Sun- 
day evenings and on the first and 
third Wedneday of the month. 
Please feel free to join us! Call 
429-2321 for more information. 


Northern Chaps 


Edmonton's Leather - Fetish club 
for Gay, Lesbian, and straight 
men and womyn was established 
six years ago. We strike to edu- 
cate the rest of the community 
through workshops, staged dem- 
onstrations and events in order to 
heighten awareness. Northern 
chaps meets at Boots & Saddle 
on the first and third Friday of 
each month at 9 PM. 


Northern Titans 
Northern Titans is the Gay and 


Lesbian bowling league in Ed- 
monton. You are welcome to join 


the league either as a team 
member or a drop in. Bowling 
time is 5:15 every Saturday at 
at Lynwood Bowl on 16127 - 
118 Avenue. There is a 
$12.00 charge for shoes and 
three games. Call Joe 454- 
1458 or Doug at 488-5421 


Pink eagle Youth of Ed- 
monton (P.T.Y.E.) 


The Pink Triangle Youth 
Group is a program offered 
2 the Community Centre. 
The youth group exists so that 
young people age 16 to 21 - 
esbians, gays, bisexuals and 
those wondering about their 
sexuality can explore their 
feelings, meet other young 
people like themselves. Infor- 
mationis available to all along 
with fun in a safe, supportive 
environment. Phone 488- 
1574 for more information 
about the Youth Group. 


Team Edmonton 


Our goal is to enhance Ed- 
monton's Gay and Lesbian 
community by facilitating par- 
ticipation in sporting, curitural, 
and leisure activities at the 
local, national and interna- 
tional levels. If you would like 
to be involved with Team Ed- 
monton we meet the last Sat- 
urday of yah month, 7:00 
P.M. at #104, 11745 - Jasper 
Avenue. You can call 486- 
9661 Box 16 for more info. 


Womonspace 


The purpose of Womonspace 
is to foster a positive of Les- 
bian identity among ourselves 
andthe larger community. We 

hold dances, produce a news- 
letter and hold other activi- 
ties. For information call the 

Lesbian Life Life at 425-0511. 

If you are an Edmonton based Gay or 
Lesbian Community non-profit non- 
porographic group and wish to be included 
in this directory send a short description to 
Times .10 Magazine, Box 932, Edmonton, 
AB TSJ 2L8 or Fax us at 477-1898. 
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Dee-Lite - “Infinity Within” (Wea-U.S.A.) LP The 
latest release for Dee-Lite is a double album compila- 
tion with a total of 14 cuts ranging from 2:54 min. to 
6:20 min. in length. Out of all these tracks only 3 are 
really worth listening to, there are their very typical 


house grooves and vocals but nothing really gels. 
“Electric Shock” seems to be the best cut on this 
release clocking in at 121 bpm, it’s a lite clean flowing 
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by Mibee 


groover that most Dee-Lite fans would 
pick out as the track to listen to. Next in 
line on the second album of the double 
set would be “Pussycat Meow’, this a 
fun track (meeeooow) clocking in at 114 
bpm and is very reminiscent of “What is 
Love” from their first album. “Thank for 
Everyday” 126 bpm has a fair bit of 
energy for dancing to and is probably 
the strongest deep house groover on 
this release. ** 


Yello - “Vicious Games’ (I.L.S.-U.S.A.) 
126bpm A little something fresh, well re- 
vamped anyway, for the summer of 94. 
I've always liked this tune when it was 
released, and now like it all over again. 
You have to check out the mostly instru- 
mental techno house “Belly Trippin 
Trance Mix”, it has an ethnic Arabian 
hypnotic quality that is very catchy. The 
“Vicious Radio Mix” sounds a lot like 
the original except for the pumped up 
synth piano and guitar effects which 
breath some new life into this track. 
“Mo’s Dirty OI Dub” is a deep jazz 
house dub, not much for energy as far 
as I’m concerned but still a unique ver- 
sion. Then there’s the “Vicious Vocal 
Dub Mix’, not much difference from the 
re-mix of a few years ago, that | could 
notice, still a good track. | hope there’s 
something newcoming from these guys, 
they have always been one of my fa- 
vourite groups. **** 

Loft - “Love is Magic” (BMG - U.S.A.) 
145bpm Those of you who like MC Sar 


Loft-“Loveis Magic” (BMG -U.S.A.)145bpm 
Those of you who like MC Sar or 2-Unlimited will 
fall for this one. If it wasn’t for LOFT blazen 
across the front cover | would of thought it to be 
one of these groups. The “Club Re-mix’ is a 
mover at 145bpm with tons of dancin energy, 
with a clean melodic track rapped around your 
trendy rap injections. The “Original Version’ 
has the same feel except for the fact that it has 
been slowed down to 135bpm, both tracks are 
catchy, happy and energy ridden.*** 
Intermission Feat. Lori Glori - Six Days (DMP - 
Italy) 138bpm Lori Glori EH, sounds like a Drag 
Queen to me. Could very well be, this track has 
gay written all over it. Not much else | can say 
about this one except that it has a runaway hyper 
bass track and is catchy. *** 


Cardenia - Happy Station (GMBH - Germany) 
136bpm Another gay bar hit if | ever heard one. 
Very high energy happy techno piano synth blah 
blah balh. Could last a few weeks. ** 


B.G. and The Prince of Rap - The Colour of My 
Dreams (Sony - Germany) 137bpm Except for 
his self imposed title | like everything about this 
guy. He has always released some pretty groovin 
tunes and this one is no exception. This has a 
very nice flowing musical and vocal track, a little 
lite on the energy but still nice all the same. *** 


Opus Ill - “When You Made The Mountain You 
Made Me” (E.R.A. - U.S.A.) 127bpm This re- 
lease is a little poppy considering their reper- 


_ toire, but has the potential of being the sleeper 


of the summer. High energy dance with class, 
beautiful musical and vocal content that will fit in 
with both the straight and gay crowd. The “Ex- 
tended Mix’ is my favourite along with the “Afro 
Cuban Trance Mix” and the very fluttery “Well 


Hung Parliament Adventure” mix. The “Paul 


Gotel Club Adventure” is a good lite airy house 
version of this track, and there is also a hip-hop 
jazz up version as well. **** 
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PROFILE: THE COURT 


UNCOVERED 


by Ron Byers 


THE COURT..... those very words 
bring different images to each 
persons mind. 


To some it may mean a fun filled evening with 
elegantly dressed drag queens flitting in and out 
of groups casually dropping their sharp wit at 
just the right moment 
then moving on to 
another victim leaving us 
in uncontrollable fits of 
laughter. 


To others it means 
another long and boring 
dragshowwithsome not 
so pretty men trying to | 
look pretty as women, 
badly lip-syncing a song 
they selected only an 
hour ago while moving 
about stage with the 
gracefulness of a 
pregnant giraffe. 


Sowho are these people 
and why do they intrude 
on my life when Igo out for a drink? What do 
they want from me and where do they get those 
dresses!!! 


Well boys and girls, way, way back in the 
psychedelic days of the 60’s when Elvis was 
alive and The Beatles were bombarding our 
continent, the so very progressive queens of 
that mecca for all gay people - San Francisco - 
decided that one of them should be crowned 
Empress and reign over all the other queens 
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with wisdom and beauty. Thus the first Coronation 
Ball was created and everyone donned their finest 
evening gowns and apparel to attend the grandest 
of all the social calender offerings. 


But the queens soon tired of the grand Empress 
and her Emperor (read anservant/chauffeur/ 
waiter/dresser/dial-an-escort) and decided she 
should step down and let some other deserving 
queen and less fortunate 
male counterpart take their 
places. The 

Coronation Ball soon 
became an annual event 
and quickly became 

the talk of communities 
along the west coast. 


Courts started springing up 
in many places through the 
late 60's and early 70's 
including Vancouver. It was 
here that several members 
of Edmonton's’ gay 
community attended their 
first balland came back with 
the idea that Edmonton 
should have their own 
court. 


In 1976 at the Executive Inn, now known as the 
Ramada Renaissance, The Imperial Court of the 
Wild Rose held their first Coronation Ball. Presided 
over by the self-styled Empress of Canada, Mr. 
Ted North and members from Vancouver's court, 
Edmonton’s first Empress was crowned. 


Only the dead or newly out will not know who this 
was as she still delights in telling all who are forced 
to listen - “I'm Number One” and hold up that 
index finger from hell. Millie 


(wellwho else?) proclaimed her courtiers and presided 
over Edmonton's gay community for a year and then 
crowned the new monarchs Empress 2 Chatty Cathy 
and Emperor 2 John Reid. 


In the early days, the courts main function was to 
provide an evening of pageantry, elegance, humour 
and camaraderie in a formal setting away from the 
clubs. The campaigning of the candidates in the 
weeks before publicized and excited club goers 
about the upcoming event and everyone got into the 
spirit of the fairy tale like ambience. 


The Court continued to grow for many years though 
at times it met with strong resistance from some 
clubs. For a while drag performers were not allowed 
in some clubs which effectively banished them from 
their doors and at times cries of favouritism and 
competition were bandied about. 


For a few years the courts popularity slipped in the 
community. This, however, was not a problem 
particular to Edmonton...it was happening in all the 
courts. People had become inundated with what 
was originally a unique and entertaining phenomenon 
- the drag queen. Soon every club was holding 
shows drawing from an overwhelming flux of young 
men dying to be a star and the uniqueness of the 
court faded away. Then the well dried and the 
upcoming stars were fewer and farther between and 
this reduced the number of potential candidates for 
court positions. 


It soon became clear that a change had to be made 
if the court system was to survive. Many courts 
recognized that performances can raise money. In 
some court systems the bars paid them to perform 
in others they raised money through other activities 
both in and out of the bars. The big question was 
what to do with the money? 


The answer came very quickly and literally fell into 
their laps. A growing need for funds to cover Aids 
research and the care of those inflicted with the HIV 
virus became an immediate and urgent answer to 
the courts problems. 


Many courts have now evolved to still offer that first 
function of providing an evening of exquisite elegance, 


(Continued on page 34) 
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Continued from page 15 


relationship (or souls) of the couple. | understand 
why lying is a sin; it destroys the trust between the 
liar and the one lied to. Stealing is a sin because 
it destroys the trust between the thief and the 
robbed. Rape, any abuse, and harassmentis a sin 
because it destroys the safety and peace in the 
relationship between the person who abuses their 
power over the other and the person so used. If 
being gifted with the ability to intimately love 
someone of your own 
gender is a sinful state, 
then you willneed to show 
where the harm is to their 
souls in their loving. 

Any sin you can 
name needs to be 
supported by the harm it 
does to the persons 


directly or indirectly 
involved. Hatred and 
bigotry against 


homosexually-oriented or 
bisexually-oriented 
persons is a sin because 
it causes fear and secrecy 
and pain between the 
differently oriented person 
and the one who condemns them for being who 
they are. 

How many teenagers have killed themselves rather 
than face life in a family or community that seems 
to them to condemn who they are and the way they 
feel; they see no hope for a loving relationship that 
is natural and vital to them. Who do you picture 
Jesus standing with? Where would he see sin and 
why? What harm is being done to relationships? 
What love is lost? 

| believe that it is not who you love but that you love 
which counts. As Fred Small’s song goes, “The 
only measure of the life you have lived will be the 
love you leave behind when you’re gone”. And in 
Les Miserables they sing that “to love another 
person is to see the face of God.” Regardless of 
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are. 


Hatred and bigotry against 
homosexually-oriented or 
bisexually-oriented 
persons is a sin because it 
causes fear and secrecy 


and pain between the 
differently oriented person 
andthe one who condemns 
them for being who they 


the genders involved any relationship must be 
assessed on the basis of the love and support 
between the couple. 


In your face 


Because | believe we are taught to fear and hate, | 
believe that it is the responsibility of churches and 
parents to stand firmly against bigotry and the 
abuse of persons who are differently oriented or 
differently challenged or different in any way from 
the people in power. Because the feelings of 
revulsion at same sex expressions (“You do what?!”) 
is based on what you have been taughtis repulsive, 
rational arguments will do little to 
change those impressions. 

But feelings can be changed by 
allowing yourself different 
experiences and knowledge. The 
ignorance and fear that keeps 
people hating and bashing 
lesbian, gay, and bisexual 
persons (when they are 
discovered or suspected) is a 
sinful, unloving state for anyone 
to live in. As more healthy and 
happy homosexuals and 
bisexuals reveal themselves to 
their friends, family members, 
and co-workers they will be 
putting a face - a known and 
loved face - on the fearsome 
stereotype those people have been taughtto believe 
in. Coming out is an act of courage; it is also an act 
of love because it offers the person trapped in fear 
and hatred a chance to grow and change and be 
freed from fearing and hating those who are not 
heterosexually oriented. 

The media are giving people an awareness of 
homosexuality that wasn’t there twenty years ago. 
Some of it has been positive but all of it keeps 
people aware that lesbian, gay, and bisexual persons 
are a very present reality. You can’t grow up today, 
as | did, thinking that you are the only one in the 
world who shares your feelings for those of your 
gender. Now there are publications, organizations, 
computer bulletin boards, phone lines, TV and 
radio programs, and movies that can keep anyone 


informed and connected. 


A new heaven and a new earth 


Change is occurring in every aspect of ourlives and 
within Christianity as well. There are individual 
Christians, congregations and whole denominations 
that have changed their beliefs and teachings and 
regulations regarding homosexually and bisexually 
oriented persons in society as well as within their 
churches. 

Metropolitan Community Churches are an 
international denomination of Christian churches 
inmost major cities. They were founded by a pastor 
who was evicted from his church because he 
identified himself with the fight against discrimination 
of homosexually oriented persons. MCCs 
everywhere bless same sex couples (as do all 
Unitarian churches) and most of their pastors are 
homosexually oriented. 

The United Church of Canada (UCC) has changed; 
it now ordains self-affirming gay and lesbian 
ministers (like all churches it has always ordained 
homosexuals but they were never allowed to declare 
themselves orlive inloving same sex relationships). 
The UCC is moving toward identifying “affirming 
congregations” who are comfortable in calling an 
identified gay or lesbian ordained minister and 
recognizing their partner as a spouse and not just 
a friend or housemate. 

The Anglicans, Lutherans and other denominations 
are moving too. Although many cannot yet bring 
themselves to bless same sex relationships, they 
are speaking out against discrimination based on 
sexual orientation. 

Christ came to give us vision and hope for a new 
world and new ways of relating to each other. 
Loving your neighbour doesn’t require that you like 
them; it requires that you wish them the best and 
work to keep from doing them harm. 


We are family 


When a gay, lesbian, or bisexual teenager ends 
their life rather than face the bigotry and 
discrimination they see in Alberta, some families 
need Christ’s compassion and correction. 
Communicate to your children that it is natural for 


some men to love men and some women to love 
women and that your concern is that they find 
someone whom they can love and be loved by 
regardless of their gender. Use gender neutral 
terms like life partner to convey that you are 
comfortable with whomever your child chooses 
to love. 


The struggle for justice and love is 
eternal. Perhaps itis a life-long struggle 
toward a new heaven and a new earth; 
certainly toward a new Alberta or 
Edmonton or community or family. Grow 
out, in Christ’s unconditional love! Be 


blessed and be a blessing to others. 
Amen. 


* Footnote: 7imes 70 has a book list you can 
request for anyone who wants to read more 
about current biblical translation and 
interpretation of Bible verses that refer to same 
sex behaviour (such as Bishop John Shelby 
Spong’s 1988 book Living in Sin? chapters 
2,5,9, & 14). You can also visit the library of St. 
Stephen’s Theological College on the University 
of Alberta campus and do your own research. 
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Tech Tips 


by J. A. Long 


lfyou're a diehard Windows fanatic, you had better not 
read any further since this column will probably just 
make your blood pressure hit the roof. That's because 
this column contains an unpleasant truth: with the 
upcoming re-worked release of Personal OS/2 (OS/2 
for Windows 2.2), there isno reason for you to be using 
Windows 3.1, unless you intentionally want to use only 
half of your machine's potential. OS/2 is definitely the 
operating system of choice for IBM compatible comput- 
ersin 1994: 


What is an operating system, you ask, and why should 
| care which one | use? Well, without an operating 
system, the programs you use won't run. Tne operat- 
ing system is the software that actually talks to the 
various pieces of hardware a computer is made up of. 
The programs you work with don't talk to the computer 
themselves — they talk to the operating system, which 
in turn talks to the hardware. The point of this 
explanation is that some operating systems are better at 
talking to the hardware and software than others. 
The operating system most IBM compatible users are 
familiar with is DOS. DOS was designed to talk to 
computers that had an Intel 8088 microprocessor in 
them. DOS has evolved over the years, and new 
functions and features have been added, butitis still an 
operating system designed for 8088's. If you go out 
and buy a 386 or 486 computer and use DOS, you are 
basically using your computer as if it were an 8088, 
since DOS wasn't designed to talk to the more ad- 
vanced processors. . Your high powered computer is 
Still limited to running one program at a time in 640 
kilobytes of memory. Don’t get me wrong; you can still 
run high powered, modern programs despite having 
DOS. That's because software designers have found 
ways to work around DOS’ limitations. 


30 


“= 


One popular program that overcomes these limita- 
tions well is Microsoft Windows. Windows is a DOS 
program that not only provides some good work- 
arounds for DOS, but also extends DOS to the point 
where your programs can use some (but by no 
means all) of the features of the 386 processors. This 
allows you to run more than one program at once, 
and under the best of circumstances, have them all 
doing work at the same time. This is an important 
distinction. It is one thing to have more than one 
program “alive” at the same time, and quit a different 
matter to have them “do work” at the same time. 
When programs are able to do work at the same 
time, it is called “multitasking”, and Windows is not 
avery good multitasker. This is because Windows is 
a DOS program, and while it expands DOS’ capabili- 
ties to some extent, it also inherits DOS‘s limitations. 
DOS is designed tolet only one programat atime talk 
to the hardware. Windows can't overcome this. 
In practical terms, that means that if you have three 
programs running under Windows, and one pro- 
gram needs to prints something, the whole system 
slows down or stops while the printing occurs. The 
same thing happens when any program needs to 
access a floppy drive, a sound card, or amodem — 
any piece of hardware. 


D.J. & hAusical 
Production Services 


fashion/aerobic/sound effects 
& theater production taping 


Michael Brennan 
465-9357 


OS/2 doesn't have any of these limitations. It was 
built from the ground up to use the capabilites of 
the 386 processors. It will not even run on the older 
processors. It was designed to be a multitasking 
operating system, and it is excellent at it. It will run 
all your programs, old or new, whether they are 
DOS, Windows or OS/2 programs. |n addition, its 
user interface is built from the ground up. It is icon- 
oriented, like that of Windows, but there the simi- 
larity stops. In OS/2, the interface is intergrated 
with the operating system, unlike Windows, where 
the interface attempts to work with DOS but is not 
part of DOS. 


Why doesn't everybody use OS/2 if it is so modern 
and powerful? Well, OS/2 2.0, 2.1 and OS/2 for 
Windows 2.1 had some serious liabilities which 
limited their popularity. The most serious, in my 
opinion, was that OS/2 required a computer to 
have 8 megabytes of RAM before itran well, and a 
80386 processor before it ran at all. 80386 or 
better machines with 8 megabytes of RAM are 
common now, but three years ago, when OS/2 
2.0 came out, most machines came with | or 2 
megabytes, and sometimes a 80286 processor. 
DOS and Windows, on the other hand, would run 
in 2 megabyte of RAM on a 80286. Windows 
would also allow you to overcome some of DOS’ 
most annoying limitations, and run more than one 
program at atime. When consumers were faced 
with the choice of multitasking reasonably well 
under Windows, or spending $700, buying OS/2 
and multitasking VERY well, they most often chose 
to save their money. 


What's changed is that Persona! OS/2 runs WELL. in 
4 megabytes of RAM. Nolonger do you have to go 
out and spend a fortune on upgrades before you 
can use an operating system which uses the full 
potential of the 80386 and better processors. You 
can install it on the average machine you buy from 
the store, and it will work great. 


I'll admit that I'm hardly unbiased with regards to 
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the operating system debate. | like my machine to be 
able to do some real work, and | ditched DOS/Win- 
dows 3 years ago when OS/2 2.0 came out. | didn’tlike 
the idea of spending the money on a 80486 processor 
and then using an operating system designed for the 
first 8088's. I've never had even the slightest inclination 
to switch back, even when | encountered some of the 
serious bugs that OS/2 had when it was growing up. 
And OS/2 HAS grown up. There is no reason for a 
person to run their Windows programs in Windows 
anymore. :) 
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THE Roost} 


July 31, Sun, Prom Queen Show 
and Beer Bash 
Aug. 1, Wed, Neon’s Show 
and Open Side 
Aug. 7, Sun, Candidate Show 


Aug. 10, Wed, Neon’s Show 
and Candidate Stage 
Aug. 14, Sun, Candidate Show 


Aug. 16, Tues, Jim McBride 
Presents 2 Male Strippers 
Aug. 17, Wed, Neon’s 
Talented Star Search 
Aug. 18, Thurs, In Town Show 
Aug. 19, Fri, Female Stripper 
Aug. 20, Sat. After Ball 
Male Stripper 
Aug. 21, Sat. Open Stage 
Late-nite 


Aug. 26, Fri, Student's Free With I.D. 


Aug. 27, Sat, United Gay Benefit Party 


Aug. 28, Sun, Neon’s Live Show 
Aug. 31, Wed, Neon’s Celebrity Roast 


When Im Mone 


by Gereen Robinson 


JS put on w face 

Wad crack out w smile 
JI hide all the pain, 
But jut for auhile, 


J hold close her picture, 
Gnd trace out her face 

JS hiss the top of her fowhead, 
So full of grace 


S pray to her wirt, 
In hope’s that she swee’s 
JI lowe her more nou 
I might feel her breeze 


Subscriptions are $20.00 per year 
( 6 issues ) 


Our Mailing Address is 
| Box 932, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Tey ped les! 
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CONFLICT RE SOLUTION - 

Continued from page 17 

scious and then * let * them do the job they were 
designed to do automaticly. The most effective manner 
of communicating with the subconscious that | know of 
today, is to practice in the following manner: Sit or lie in 
a comfortable position and loosen any tight clothing. 
Close your eyes, (research has shown that with this 
simple physical action, the brain begins to produce 
alpha in most people, within 30 seconds or a minute and 
the even those who take the longest, produce alph 
within three - five minutes. This means, that you are 
produce the brain waves most necessary to effectively 
communicate with subconscious levels of your mind are 
now present and you communicate in powerful ways. At 
you sit or lie with your eyes closed, think about a 
pleasant memory out in nature. Not necessarily the 
BEST experience that you everhad. Perhapstimes you 
were just walking or relaxing in a park and other places 
you enjoy in nature. Even if something bad happened 
in that environment, the senses picked up many posi- 
tive impressions, just focus as much as possible on 
things that felt good like the warm sun on your body. 
Colors you could see, the feeling of a comfortable 
breeze, the sound of the birds, etc. There is one near 
here with a lake, where there are many ducks, and 
people fishing, children sailing toy boats, flying kites, 
etc. At times | think about picnics, there or flying radio 
controlled planes. Sitting in the grass on a comfortable 
spring day, watching the boats. You probably have 
many similar memories that you can enjoy. Now, use 
this as a memory, which subconsciously represents 
many similar memories you might not even be thinking 
about..... Press the thumb and finger on your left hand, 
FIRMLY. Press it only fora moment, no more than one 
or two seconds. (EACH time you press your fingers, 
then let them relax.) Be aware of a a PHYSICAL 
FEELING, from this memory, which represents similar 
memories and Press the thumb and finger on your left 
hand, FIRMLY. Be aware of a memory, where you 
enjoyed talking with a friend or someone who agreed 
with you and then press the thumb and fingers, FIRMLY. 
Be aware of a PHYSICAL FEELING, which represents 
similar memories or feelings and press your LEFT 
thumb and fingers..... FIRMLY. Then, be aware of a 
memory, that seems VERY REAL to you. Press the 
thumb and finger on your left hand, FIRMLY. Be aware 
of a PHYSICAL FEELING, which could represent simi- 
lar memories or feelings and press your left thumb and 
fingers..... Be aware of a memory, where you enjoyed a 
comedy or comedian and Press the thumb and finger on 
your left hand. These type of experiences are the 


MOST IMPORTANT. For more information about the 
healing qualities of HUMOR, you can read The 
Anatomy of an Illness, by Norman Cousins. Be aware 
of a PHYSICAL FEELING, which could represent 
similar memories or feelings and press your left 
thumb and fingers..... Repeat the steps above with 
other memories, all kinds of simple pleasures. Times 
that you enjoyed a cool glass of juice, when your 
mouth felt dry, etc. Perhaps a time that you enjoyed 
eating a favorite fruit. My wife thinks about strawber- 
ries, | think about fantastic blue-berries or blackber- 
ries that | used to pick fresh in Mass, when | was 5-9 
years old and big fat blueberries | found in Maine. 
Think about these memories in whatever way that you 
can. Just do whatever feels good, as long as you focus 
on the pleasant physical feelings that you felt and 
realize these feelings can also represent other memo- 
ries. When you feel the time you set aside to practice 
is over slowly open your eyes and check the time. If 
it has not completely elapsed, close your eyes and 
continue practicing. If it has, just slowly stretch your 
arms or legs until you are ready to get up.... Your mind 
has a very accurate clock, each time you do this, it 
feeds information back to reset that clock. Soon you 
find, it you feel it is time to open your eyes, you are 
right on time. It wont matter if you decided to practice 
for five minutes or thirty, you respond at the end of 
time that you decided to use. If you have the time, 
spend at LEAST 3 times the length of time that it takes 
for the stress to reduce, thinking about pleasant 
memories. You may be very surprised at how well you 
feel. Some people are so relaxed they feel like they 
are * floating * or lose awareness of their body and feel 
comfortable for long periods afterwards. You can 
even change the effect on your life of Broken relation- 
ships or divorces and even the loss due to death. 
There may be some emotional or physical changes, 
that would take quite some time to change arid even 
be impossible without using this mental exercise. But, 
with practice you could be amazed at how much you 
can do, even on your own. You have everything to 
gain, and nothing to lose, but stress..... Think about it, 
do you really want to hold onto that stress? For more 
information you can contact Dr. Bob at the following 
address. He will be happy to send you further informa- 
tion on his material. He can also be contacted via 
FidoNet conference: Your Mental Powers/Stress Man- 
agement 

Dr Robert B. Johnstone 

P O Box 5122 

Anaheim, CA 

92804 
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IT’S BALL MONTH AGAIN! 
Nye 
6 MILLION CAMPAIGN SHOWS! 


(Well, maybe not quite...) 


Ne 
Wed, Aug.17 - 
ROAST’ TOAST 
SN 
Fri, Aug.19 - 
THE OUT-OF-TOWN SHOW! 
Wye 


Sin, Aug21 - VICTORY BRUNCH 
OUT-OF-TOWNERS PARTY 
TUFF DRAG! 
wy 


Watch ve those sneaky 
August 
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SPECIALS! 


We fust can't help if --- 
We like to have 
FUN! 
PRIVATE CLUB, yes, 
but YOU'LL like it too... 


FOR A GOOD TIME CALL 423-5014 


THE COURT 
UNC OVE RED (Continued from page 27) 


pomp and pageantry in a formal venue but now apply their 
efforts as an ancillary fundraising organization in their community. 


The Edmonton court was no different, over the last 
several years it has redirected its efforts to two 
ends - one to put on an affordable Coronation Ball 
each year and second to give funds to groups and 
organizations in our city who provide services to 
gaysand lesbians either directly or indirectly. 


The court has recognized that we are all a part of the greater 
community of the City of Edmonton and has donated funds to 
organizations such as The Christmas Bureau and a women’s 
shelter acknowledging that these organizations also help some 
of our own. 


The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose is operated by a 
registered society - The New Royalist Social Society of Northern 
Alberta. The society meets monthly to discuss affairs pertaining 
to the court and to the society. Each year in September the 
society holds its annual general meeting and elects a Board of 
Directors to run the organization. It holds abank account and the 
financial status of the organization is discussed at each meeting. 


All this is no different from the way the Shriners, Kinsmen or 
Rotary clubs work. Joining the court/society is no harder than 
the other clubs.Other than normal legal requirements (i.e. 
sound mind?, Etc.), the court/society asks only that you be at 
least 18 years of age and that you hold the societies interests 
favourably. 


So the next time you walk into your favourite club and are hit with 
a door charge or by a very tall queen coercing you to dig deep in 
your pocket, remember that the money goes back to the 
community. 


And if you want to join the court just come out toa court meeting 
on the last Wednesday of every month at Boots n’ Saddle. 


Now, as to why these people dress up in those great dresses.... 
well that’s another whole story best told by the best of those 
who do!! 


Sandi! Porn... 


A story by Scott Astle 


We entered the living room, dripping wet from 
our walk after supper to Sandmill Point. and mill 
Point was the local lookout over the town valley. A 
spark flew in a non-directional spiral as the match 
was struck against the over used package. The 
flame waved weakly as he moved it through 
the air towards a table that 
was coarsely outlined in the 
glowof the flame. The room 
began to glowyellowashe lit 
the candle, on the nowlight 
detailed coffee table. Our 
wine glasses, left over from 
the familysupper, glistened 
a deep ruby red, the light 
accented the rain drops that 
had accumulated on his 
jacket from our brief walk 
as he removed it. His damp 
clothes radiated the smell 
of Drakkar, and stuck to 
his firm upper body like a 
glove, showing the 
definition of a smooth, 
muscled trunk. Michael 
walked over to the stereo 
and tuned in a local radio 
station, commented on the rain, and howit was so 
freshening to walk init. As he made his way out of 
the glowing light of the room, down the hall 
removing his shirt as he walked, and disappeared 
into the dark. 


I sat alone listening to the sounds of Phil Collins on the 
radio, and with amusement, let my eyes wander around 
the room, for it was the first time I had been invited into 
his family’s home. Trophies, pictures, and momentum’s 
of an active sports filled past were the accent of the 
room. The sound of a shower came from the dark of the 
hallway, pulling my attention towards the pictures on a 
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shelf, heavily shadowed in the distance. With my 
wine glass in hand, I walked over to the 
organized display. Here there were about twenty 
or so pictures, quite obviously covering quite a 
time span of his youth. Throughout all the 
pictures were him and another male, both 
involved in an array of different sport 
activities. From the looks on 
their faces, and the amount 
of clowning around captured 
on film, one would have to 
assume a brother or good 
friend. I was in the middle of 
looking at one in particular 
when Michael called out. 


“You can put on a tape or CD if 
ou see something you like, 
they are over by the deck, 
underneath, in the drawer”, he 
bellowed over the sound of the 
shower. 


I wandered towards the stereo 
system. Pulled open the drawer, 
and began to view the variety of 
CDs and cassettes he had. As I 
examined the titles, the 
awareness of his vast taste came 
obvious. Delicate classical, the 
latest in techno, the classics of 
hard rock, the most recent in 
country dance, and the odd 
industrial name was within the selection. Yet he 
has professed many times during class, at 
university, not to listen to music, why then the 
selection? 


Such a simple question, but it sparked a wave of 
curiosity. I have known him for the last two 
terms. Why has he never mentioned his brother 
of or friend of the past? He has been 
approached by most of the university teams to 
join, and said he had no interest, yet has a room 
full of momentos of an active high school career 
in sports? He won’t even play during 


noon or spares. (Continued on page 38) 
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The Best Part of 
Breaking Up 


by Steven Dyson 


Oh 

don't be too [ate 

I Rnow 

we've been running 
in different directions 
but this is 

the only room 

I have ready 

for guests 

and did I ever tell you 
when I was little 

I used to stand 

under a street lamp 
and pretend 

that I was 

a beam of light. 


Then I quake inside 

as I realize 

that it was medically imprudent 
of me 

to take twice 

the dosage 

prescribed. 


Oh Mr. Dyson, Mr Dyson 
you have some visitors 
who are chanting 

in the corridors 

of your mind 

what was it IiRe 

to cross that line. 


and you know 
that you have me 
all wrong 

for just because 

I wear icicles 
instead of sweaters 


someone to hold me in their arms 
and tell me 
that everything is going to be o.R. 


Oh no 

I'm feeling manic 

and I’ve been rambling 
haven't I 


Oh how selfish of me 

in my heart 

I feel 

so what 

because the best part 

of breaking up 

is the tossing 

of the head 

and don't be too [ate 

I Rnow we've been running 
in different directions 

but this really is 

the only room I have ready 
for guests. 


and then 

remember 

it’s just like when I was little 
standing under a streetlamp 
pretending 
that I was 
a beam 
of light 


it doesn’t mean that I don’t want 
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AIDS Information Center 


San Fra NCISCO (Continued from page 19) 


been vigorously promoted among men who are 
homosexual or bisexual (i.e., men who have 
sex with men). Such efforts have emphasized 
personal responsibility and protection of 
partners, and many of these men appear to 
have adopted risk-reducing behaviors. 
However, itis unknown whether these safer sex 
practices and norms have been adopted by 
men who have sex with men but conceal their 
sexual orientations or do not self-identify as 
homosexual or bisexual. To characterize the 
relation between the adoption of safer sex 
practices among men who have sex with men 
and sexual self-identity, as well as HIV 
information-seeking, exposure to the 
homosexual or bisexual community culture, and 
comfort in disclosing sexual identity, the Dallas 
County (Texas) Health Department (DCHD) 
conducted a survey among men who have sex 
with men. This report Summarizes survey 
findings for men who reported having had sex 
with men and who visited DCHD clinics for 
anonymous HIV counseling and testing from 
January through June 1991. 
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During the survey period, a self- 
administered questionnaire was provided to 
all men who were waiting to see a counselor. 
Only those men who reported ever having 
had anal sex with a man [42%] of 540) were 
included in this analysis. Reported condom 
use was assessed by one question regarding 
frequency of condom use while engaging in 
anal sex. The questionnaire also addressed 
respondents’ self-perceived sexual identity 
(i.e., “straight” [i.e., heterosexual], 
homosexual, or bisexual), frequency of 
seeking information on HIV/acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), 
exposure to print media addressing 
homosexual issues (i.e., reading specific 
magazines), and comfort in disclosing having 
had sex with a man to family members. ] 


REPORTED BY: 


AC Seibt, MEd, AL McAlister, PhD, Univ of 
Texas Health Science Center at Houston, 
Center for Health Promotion Research and 
Development. AC Freeman, MSPH, MA 
Krepcho, PhD, AR Hedrick, R Wilson, MFA, 
Dallas County Health Dept, Dallas. Behavioral 
and Prevention Research Br, Div of Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases and HIV Prevention, 
National Center for Prevention Svcs, CDC. 


Untitled by Deoge 


So afraid to let the night hear her wispers 
she runs breathless into the sun 
Reaching out for a warm hand to grip all 
the bad things she thinks that she’s done 
Any man can touch her, but no man can 
reach through the walls 
she’s constructed inside 
Lost in the haze, 
she’s trapped in the maze 
of the love that she tries so to hide. 


You better cut loose the ropes 
that are binding 
better throw away all those masks that 
Are blinding your mind 
you gotta jump through the flames 
of your hating 
All of your waiting won't change what 
you’re hoping to find. 
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Sandinil Pome 


(Continued from page 35) 


I was now curious, I had to know more about 
the mysteries of Michael. I glanced around the 
room for light switch, or better source of 
illumination. As I headed over to the light 
switch by the entrance of the room the shower 
had stopped running. I clicked the switch, two 
lamps, one near the coffee table, and another 
near the stereo came on. The room was now 
bright, andI could see another picture display 
on the far wall, one that wasn’t illuminated by 
candle. There were more pictures of him and 
the guyin the other photos, this time they were 
more casual outings, dances, park/lake 
outings, house parties, and other casual shots. 
Why were the pictures just of the two of them? 
Who was this other person? 


“Why did youturn on the lights?”, he exclaimed. 
“I don’t like bright rooms, please allow me to 
turn off the lights.” 


By the tone of his voice I could tell that I had 
upset him, and agreed with him quite willingly. 
He darted over to the switch as soon as he was 
in the room. The light of the room fell to the 
glow of the candle once again. Michael went 
over to the table, picked up his glass of wine 
left over from our supper and polished it off. 


“Would you care for some more Tower?”, he 
asked. 


“Sure, if you don’t mind. Michael, who is this 
person in the pictures?”, I asked with a note of 
curiosity in my voice. 


“One moment, I will get us some more wine, 
then sit down and explain a few things to you. 
I think that you are ready to hear them.” 
Michael’s voice was very clear, and monotone 
throughout his words, I seen a serious side of 
him that was normally only present when he 
was in class. I worked my way around the 
obstacles of a variety of furniture, and sat 
down on the couch. 
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Michael returned from the dinning room, dress 
in track pants and a muscle shirt, carrying two 
delicate wine glasses in hand, I could not help 
myself but laugh. But my laughter did not change 
the serious expression that had developed on his 
face, he was somber about something, and I had 
a feeling I was about to be enlightened. 


“I don’t knowwhere to begin,” he paused briefly, 
rubbing his hand across his face. “I guess there is 
no soft or easy way to talk about this, or to casually 
bring it up.” I was now worried, 

my mind flooded with thoughts of a horrid 
conversation, and things that I did not want to 
hear. 


Michael looked me dead in the eyes, sighed with 
the release of tension, “I don’t know howyou are 
going to take this,” he once again paused, “but 
the person in the pictures is my lover, from high 
school.” 


Silence filled the air, Michael eyes had locked 
onto mine searching fora response. I wasshocked, 
I didn’t know how to react, should I console him? 
Run fast? laugh? say nothing? My heart 
accelerated, I could feel it pounding through my 
chest. Did this mean the next thing he was going 
to say is that he was interested in me? Have I been 
leading him on? DoI appear gay? Is this when I 
should hit him? What doI do? What are other’s 
going to think? What is the class going to think 
when they know we have been hanging around 
together for the lastyear? And to think my father 
liked him! Whatwill my girlfriend say? My running 
thoughts and silence were broke by the sound of 
his voice. 


“Anything to say? Are you alright?”, he 


asked ina quiet voice. 


My mouth had became dry, I was in a panic. “ So 
what you are saying is that you are, gay?”. 


“Well that would be one conclusion,” he 
remarked, trying to break the tension in the air. 
“I take it from your silence, that you are quite 
surprised? Are you going to be ok? Do you have 
anything to say?”. 


My blood was boiling, I could now physically see 


the reaction from within as sweat ran down my face and arms. Am 
I feeling pure fear? or is this anger? I could not tell the difference 
at the moment. But I knew I had to do something. “Michael, I 


don’t believe that you could have kept this from me! I don’t 


believe that after all that we have done together you couldn’t have 
told me this four months ago. I don’t know what you expect from 
me after telling me something like this, what was your motive......” 


seeeees 


“But I don’t have....”, Michael exclaimed. 


“Don’tinterruptme Michael... Why would you take our friendship 
and throw it away like this? I can’t be with nor have anything to 
do with you after telling me this. You need help, and should see 
someone about your problem. I have to go, I can not afford the 
association with a....fag.” 


I quickly walked toward the coat rack, removed my trench, and 
placed it over my arm. I glanced back at the chair where Michael 
sat, he sat there with his hands over his mouth, a tear rolled down 
his candle lit face. He slowly looked up at me, removed his hand 
from his mouth. 


“I will miss you as the friend you were, but I will hate you as the 
person you have become in my eyes.” he stammered with a soft 


voice. 


I felt a cold shiver ride my neckline. I knew the 
impact of what I had said in panic, but I could 
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not change the words uttered. I turned towards 7510 - 82 ave. 


the door, opened it, and walked out into the 
drizzle of the night rain. AsI reached the end 
of the walk, the impact of my fears subsided, 
the emotion of remorse overwhelmed me asa 
tear fell from the crease of my eye. 


Michael still lives on the edge of the valley, 
alone, in his family house. Works as an 
accountant at a downtown firm, and goes to 
church every Sunday still. The town is unaware 
of Michael’s high school friend, as they should 
be. I, on the other hand have lived my live 
learning not to question my own standards, 
thoughts, and preferences in accordance to 
the norm, unfortunately I had to lose a close 
friend to learn fear can be ignorance. 


a : 
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Equal Rights 


(Continued from page 9) 


In the Vriend case before the courts here in 
Edmonton, Delwin Vriend is arguing that the Char- 
ter of Rights which guided the act of governments 
and their legislation means that Alberta’s legisla- 
tion must be changed to conform with the Charter. 
The judge agreed with Delwin and ‘readin’ sexual 
orientation to the Individual’s Rights Protection 
Act. Unfortunately, the provincial government is 
appealing the judge’s decision to ‘readin’ changes 
to the Act. 


Since 1976, numerous Alberta Human Rights 
Commissions have recommended that the Al- 
berta Legislature amend the Act to include sexual 
orientation. For 18 years the government, led by 
the Progressive Conservatives have refused to 
do that. It is ironic that the government's own 
Human Rights Review Panel in June of this year 
recommended that 


“sexual orientation be included 
among the grounds listed in the 
Individual’s Rights Protection Act 
on which people are protected 
against discrimination, and that this 
protection apply to all areas, i.e. 
employment, tenancy and public 
services. 


In these days of economic uncertainty and tre- 
mendous social change, Ithink too many Albertans 
fear that their rights will be taken away if another 
obtains protection from discrimination, and many 
fear and are angry that gays and lesbians will 
receive ‘special rights and privileges’ through 
human rights legislation. 


Muzzling our voices will only play into the hands of 
those who oppose our dignity and equality by 
shouting ‘special rights’. | am pleased to indicate 
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that the City of Edmonton’s employment policy 
protects persons on the basis of sexual discrimi- 
nation and that City Council unanimously sup- 
ported and publicly stated to the Human Rights 
Review Panel thatin provinciallegislation “sexual 
orientation should be included as a protected 
ground”. 


Our journey is not over. “Special 
rights’ is just another roadblock in 
gaining equality and protection for 
lesbians and gays in Alberta. End- 
ing discrimination against us is not 
trespassing on others; rather it is 
an affirmation of our dignity. 
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Keview: 
Voice of Pride Concert 


by Catherine Reininger 


As the seats of Convocation Hall filled for the 
final concert of Edmonton Vocal Minority’s 1993- 
94 season, expectations were high. And the 
voices of Pride did not disappoint them. The 
blend of voices, the songs they chose, and the 
choral musical, i i i 

composed by David Maddux composer-in- 
residence of the Seattle Lesbian & Gay Chorus 
Bsuced a deeply moving culmination to Pride 

eek. 


As the swing of “I Got Rhythm” gave way to 
“Imagine” e hands of Sign Language 
Interpreter, Gregory Douglas fairly flew, and a 
new dimension was added to EVM’s music. 


“Boys and Girls with Stories” spread out the 
tapestry of the lives of children who in the 
processes of tonne up experience their 
pe quences and seek acceptance for who they 
really are. Their elusics and outcomes varried 
as the consequence of their reality came to light. 
Songs like “Politically Korrect”, The Age of Rage 
and the Gender Polka” conveyed it allin a funny, 
sad, and absolutely unforgettable performance. 
“Wish You Were Here,” in memory of all those 
losi to us through AIDS and other causes touched 
every person in Convocation Hall in this 
oustanding performance. 


Artistic Director and Conductor David Garber 
and Accompanist Kirk Kryvenchuk, Assistant 
Conductor Scot Leithead, and General Manager 
David Hicks whose efforts make these works or 
art and joy possible, should also be honoured 
for their tremendous contributing along with 
every member of this superb choir. 


In their way, the Edmonton Vocal Minority had 
set about the task of involving the language of 
hope and promise not just for gays and lesbians, 
but for everyone who has ever felt rejected 
because of who they are. It is the kind of 
message that works to empower and strengthen 
AR oe 


As they plan for next season, the Edmonton 
Vocal Minority is pee for non-singin 
members. To volunteer call David at 454-691 
and Lorna at 423-6987 or Dave at 424-1561 for 
singing members. 
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Times .10 Market Place 


Mail to Times .10, Marketplace, Box 932, Edmonton, AB, T7J 2L8 


Market Place classified advertising is accepted in the following categories only: Real 
Estate Agents, Apartments, Houses, Travel Accommodations, Business Opportu- 
nities, Employment, Mail Order, Legal, Medical. 


Payment must accompany the advertisement. No abbreviations allowed. Advertising of 
a sexual nature will not be accepted. All advertising is subject to approval. Services and 
products are not tested, and appearance of advertising does not imply, nor does it 
constitute endorsement by Times .10 Magazine. 


The following are the published prices for Market Place classified advertising: $3.00 per 
line ( 30 characters per line including spaces and punctuation ). Minimum charge of 
$12.00 plus GST. Deadline for copy is the 21 day of the month prior to publication. We 
publish February, April, June, August, October, December. 


Volunteers Required 

Lesbians who are or have been married to Men: Project Lemonade needs participants willing to 
complete a Questionnaire/Interview by September 15, and meet together October 15 to discuss 
what supports they found and what they wanted while in transition. Please contact Anne at 437-4055 


Business Investment 

Inventor with innovative automotive related prod- 
uct needs investors. Business plan, prototype, Mar- 
keting studies are done. All it needs is you and your 
capital investment. Serious enquiries only, please 
call 482-1107 


House/Office Cleaning 


Free estimates at a reasonable rate. Personal 
service for home or office cleaning. Many years of 
experience and references are available. Call 425- 
7391 


Computer Assistance 


Personal service with computer setup or trouble- 
shooting. Free estimate at market rates. Installa- 
tion of new software or operating system. Compu- ee cen crore 
ter cleaning. PC or compatible only. Call 424-5736 a LATE NIGHT 1:00 AM 


FOR GAYS, LESBIANS BISEXUAL 
AND THIER FRIENDS 
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Come to the Couw-Saret 


(Cont'd from pge 11) 

Beer Tents?). As hard work as it is, 
as involved as itis, it's fun. They like 
making people laugh (as well as 
embarassing the unwary) | trust that 
everybody will be going to the show. 
Be forwarned - last year line-ups to 
get in were at least 3 hours long. 
Advance tickets are definitely rec- 
ommended. As a final note - watch 
for the cow-print Jeep. 


What they’ve done: CBC Rough 
Cuts/Best of Rough Cuts Ed- 
monton Opera’s Christmas Party 
at Select Restaurant and Bar 
Janus Theatre Fundraiser Cata- 
lyst Theatre Fundraiser 
(Eggstravaganza) AIDS Network 
of Edmonton: Black and White 
Affair Fringe Festival Cabaret 
CFRN TV - Day by Day Count- 
less shows and benefits at the 
clubs 

What they have planned: 
Frankenfringe 13 (Aug. 12-21) 
Coronation ’94 (Aug. 20, Edmon- 
ton Convention Centre) Edmon- 
ton Opera Speakeasy Night (Sept 
17) AIDS Walk for Life (Oct 4) 
More shows and benefits Con- 
ventions and Cruises. 


Guys Vu Disguise 2: The Sequin 


Starring: James Ross, Mark Warren, Kim Knapp with special guest: Christopher Peterson 
Direction: Darrin Hagen Production: | Doubtit Theatrical Sponsored by: OUZO 12, Equity 
Tax Management Aug. 12-21 at 7 pm (Aug. 20 at 6 pm, Aug. 21 at 5 pm) REBAR Nightclub 
(10551 Whyte) Advance Tickets: Fringe Ticket Office (North End of Bus Barns) 

July 28 - August 20, 24 hours before showtime ( while quantities last) 


Christopher Peterson 
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Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion From its readers. Please keep lerrers as short as possible. We reserve The 
right to edit all lerrers as necessary. Letters must be signed and include the home address and telephone number of 
the writer. The writers name can be witheld if so requested. Publication of the name on photograph of any peRsON 
OR ORGANIZATION iN ARTiCclEs OR AdVERTISING iN Times .10 is Not To be construed as any indication of the sexual oRiENTA- 
tion of such person or oganization. All material in this publication is copyrighted and must nor be reproduced 
without permission From Times .10. The only exception to the copyright is the material From National AIDS Clear- 
ing house which may be duplicated wrih appropriate credit Given. 
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